
Consultation on the Introduction of a sixth form department and the admission of female students 

at Years 12 and 13 at Cloughwood Academy; part of Kaleidoscope Learning Trust. 

Background 

Cloughwood Academy is the founding academy of Kaleidoscope Learning Trust (KLT). It is a specialist 

academy which caters for male students, currently in Key Stages 2 to 4. The students at Cloughwood 

all have education, health and care plans (EHCPs), in the special needs category of social, emotional 

and mental health (SEMH) and complex needs. Cloughwood is a day and residential academy and is 

rated “Outstanding” in all aspects of its work by Ofsted. 

At present Cloughwood Academy is enjoying a highly successful period of growth and has plans in 

place for further expansion, outlined in this consultation. 

Addition of a Sixth-Form 

Although registered to cater for students between the ages of 8 and 18, Cloughwood has never had 

its own sixth form department before and its students have gone on to other schools, colleges or 

work-related training in the past. Increasingly so, in previous years it was seen on tracking of our 

school leavers that a significant number were dropping out of planned destinations which had a 

negative impact upon them successfully becoming independent and entering the workforce within a 

reasonable time after leaving school. School leavers were failing to develop new skills or build on 

their previous achievements and aspirations. 

To address this issue, a new approach was taken at Cloughwood to adapt the Key Stage 4 curriculum 

in a way that better prepared its students to tackle the challenges of life beyond school. Its intention 

was to help students develop stronger learning resilience and reduce social anxiety and increase 

confidence and provide the motivation to engage and participate purposefully in post-16 education 

and training. 

The academy developed an FE-style experience for Year 11 students which allowed them to do 

continuous workplace training, vocational skills courses, personal and social skill development, 

volunteering and enterprise activities whilst still at school. This provision which has now been 

available for 3 years has resulted in higher rates of success and attendance for more of those 

students after leaving school.  

For a small but significant number of students, however, the ability to maintain good attendance and 

achieve good outcomes remains a challenge. 

To tackle this further, in conjunction with Kaleidoscope Learning Trust, Cloughwood Academy has 

developed, with significant financial investment from the Trust, its own purpose built, on-site 

vocational training facility which replicates the kind of offer typically provided to Cloughwood school 

leavers by FE colleges. This will enable any student who leaves school to continue to be educated 

within the same, familiar environment working with adults with whom positive relationships already 

exist and reducing the need to travel long distances from home – a significant barrier to success for 

our school leavers. This is to be the proposed sixth form provision. After much liaison and 

communication with Cheshire West and Chester SEN colleagues the Local Authority is in agreement 

with the project and has commissioned 10 places in the first instance from September 1st 2022. 

Significant Change 

At the numbers described above the DfE does not require an application for significant change. In 

consideration of potential demand and current interest locally, however, it is anticipated that this 



number is highly likely to grow, therefore, KLT is applying for a significant change to 20 places at this 

point to ensure future demand can be met.  

Female Students 

Cloughwood Academy has historically catered for male-only students and this will remain the case in 

years 4 to 11. 

In the Sixth form, however, it is intended to widen the offer to include female students. This is not 

considered to be a significant change but the DfE expects that it is fully consulted upon, hence its 

inclusion in this proposal. 

Provision and Curriculum Offer 

All of the buildings and learning environments have now been completed and teaching staff 

recruited. 

Students in the sixth form at Cloughwood Academy in 2022/23 academic year will be able to study 

for qualifications in: 

• Construction (VCTC) 

• Hair and Beauty (C&G) 

• Motor Vehicle Maintenance (IMI) 

• Business Studies (BTEC) 

• Childcare and Child Development (CACHE) 

• Art (ULA) 

• Horticulture / Land-Based Studies (NCFE) 

• Catering and Hospitality (C&G) 

• Personal Development and Preparation for Working Life (ABAS) 

• English (FS & GCSE) 

• Mathematics (FS & GCSE) 

Enrichment activities and work-placements will also form part of each students individual package. 

Admission 

KLT wish to invite SEN pupils with EHCPs to the sixth form. 

The admission of students to the sixth form will be via the same arrangement of application for 

special school places through CWAC SEN Team. Automatic admission will be available to 

Cloughwood Academy school leavers if they wish to stay on. 

Consultation 

KLT is seeking to consult on all of the above and would like to hear the views of: 

• Parents of Cloughwood students 

• Parents of other potential students (SEN) 

• Parents of students who do not have an EHCP 

• Students 

• Staff at Cloughwood 

• Staff at other schools (SEN or mainstream) 

• LA representatives (CWAC and CE) 



• Neighbouring authorities 

• The local community 

• Any other stakeholder who may be affected 

KLT hopes that this new provision will grow and open up new opportunities for many local young 

people who would otherwise have to face the challenges of long-distance travel to colleges in 

Crewe, Warrington and Chester, a challenge which has arisen since the recent closure of Mid-

Cheshire College. 

KLT also aspires to broaden the offer to the local community in the future by offering open days and 

potentially, day and night classes to those interested in continuing their education and training. 

The Trust would love to hear your views. The consultation period begins on Monday 11th July and 

closes on Friday 16th September 2022. 

KLT is particularly interested in your opinion on the future increase in initial numbers over and above 

20 places. 

To contact KLT, please email us at info@theklt.com 


