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Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Welcome to our first Newsletter of this 2021/22 academic year. 

We finished last Summer on a high note, with all pupils that took exams 

doing really well, and our school leavers moving on to some exciting and 

varied college courses, apprenticeships and training.  Cloughwoods own 

vocational training curriculum is about to become much broader in scope, 

so please watch this space for some new developments next term. 

During the Summer break we held a successful week for our new Year 7 

pupils to get to know Cloughwood and find out about what they would be 

learning this year. The week was a great success and enjoyed by all of 

those that attended. 

Although the Covid pandemic restrictions were lifted in July, the start of this 

term was a little disrupted due to the high number of staff and pupils that 

had been ‘pinged’, or contact-traced.  However, I am pleased to tell you that 

this has now largely settled down in the second half-term and things feel 

more-or-less back to normal. We are, however, remaining vigilant to ensure 

that everybody stays as healthy as possible and will continue to focus on 

good hand hygiene routines, plenty of ventilation within school and 

increased opportunities to get out in to the fresh air. 

As you will know, we had a visit from Ofsted at the end of September.  The 

inspection went very well indeed. The inspectors were extremely pleased 

with the standards of educational experience our boys receive, and with the 

work we do, to ensure that Cloughwood continues to develop and improve 

the outcomes for all our pupils. 

 

 

A message from the Principal 



 

They were particularly impressed with reading, behaviour and our plans to 

further develop our vocational skills on offer, which really pleased me.  I am 

so proud to tell you that our academy continues to be ‘Outstanding’. 

I wanted to take this opportunity to thank those of you that took the time 

to complete the ‘Ofsted Parent View’ survey or speak directly to the 

inspectors over the two days that they were here.  Your input matters a 

great deal to us, and we always try to keep in mind your suggestions when 

we plan the way forward. 

I am also delighted to tell you that in the last few days we have achieved 

the ‘Nurture UK’ quality mark and will represent ‘Nurture UK’ as a beacon 

school in the future.  The assessors of this award were extremely impressed 

with the level of nurture and support our pupils receive, which is real 

recognition of the hard work and effort that the whole staff team put in, to 

ensure that all our boys get the absolute best support possible in all areas 

of their development. 

Again, thank you to those of you who contributed to the assessment 

process. 

This term is now heading into the Christmas break and teachers are busy 

completing their termly progress reports and arranging remote parents 

evening sessions for you.  Please take time to digest your child’s report, and 

if you have any questions that you would like to raise, your son’s teacher 

would be happy to talk in further detail about it. 

So finally, from all of us at Cloughwood Academy, I would like to wish you 

all a very Merry Christmas and Happy and Prosperous New Year. 

 

Best wishes 

Adrian Larkin 

A message from the Principal 



 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

What a first term it has been!! At the start of the academic year we had a 

number of staff and pupils falling foul of Covid restrictions which meant 

that it was not an easy start to the term. However, as usual, everyone 

rallied round to ensure that the pupils’ education was not disrupted and 

school was a safe place to be. In the midst of this, at the end of 

September, we had a visit from Ofsted to inspect the school.  

I am absolutely delighted to say that the school achieved its third 

‘Outstanding’ judgement in a row which is an amazing achievement and a 

glowing tribute to the hard work of Mr Larkin, the staff, the pupils and their 

parents/carers who all have their part to play in making Cloughwood the 

exceptional  school that it is.  The governors are extremely proud of this 

achievement and feel that it is a privilege to be associated with 

Cloughwood.   

One of the points made by the Inspector was how the school gave the 

pupils such a wide range of experiences and I am always amazed to hear 

of the activities, visits, community projects and fundraising events etc 

which the boys get involved in e.g. the ongoing connection with the local 

foodbank, Guide Dogs for the Blind and Children in Need to name but a 

few. 

Last week I took part in the assessment process for the Nurture UK Quality 

Mark, speaking to the assessors about the governors’ understanding and 

work in this area.  
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A message from the  

Chair of Governors 

 

Again, as with Ofsted, it was a pleasure to listen to the feedback that was 

given following the process and to hear that not only had Cloughwood 

achieved the Quality Mark with flying colours but that it was to be 

recognised as a Beacon School for Nurture.  Again my sincere 

congratulations to all involved – it was a real team effort.  

A huge amount of work has been undertaken on developing the facilities to 

support the ‘Futures’ Curriculum for our older pupils – we now have areas 

for Catering and Hospitality, Motor Vehicle Maintenance , Building and 

Construction and hopefully in the Spring Term work will start on the 

Horticulture area – this is just the exciting beginning to an ongoing project 

so I will keep you updated as things progress. 

It has been an outstanding first term with lots to look forward to in the 

new year. 

On behalf of the governors I would like to wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas and a prosperous and peaceful New Year.   

 

Hannah Madeley – Chair of Governors 

   



What’s been happening in Primary?... 

We had a great time at Pettypool Outdoor Centre, boosting our personal  

development through some adventurous activities and learning how to work 

 as a team, encouraging each other and challenging ourselves. 



What’s been happening in Primary?... 

Lower Primary showing us how it’s done at the brilliant  

Barnton Circus! 

Learning to fly... 



What’s been happening in Primary?... 

We prepared for and welcomed our new classmates  

Welcome to Cloughwood Laurel and Hardy 



What’s been happening in Primary?... 

Finding out who can build the strongest structure from Spaghetti and 
Marshmallows 

With a little help from our Secondary Peer Mentors 



... 

Constructing a bridge during DT 

Ta-da! 

What’s been happening in Primary?... 



What’s been happening in Primary?... 

Working hard on our spellings….. 



What’s been happening in Art?... 

Once again, artist Adebanji Alade visited Cloughwood to do a live painting  

demonstration and help the Y9 and Y10 Special talents and interest group, to 
produce their own impressionist masterpiece. 



What’s been happening in Art?... 

 

Year 7 visited the Van Gogh alive exhibition in Salford Media City. It was 
a wonderful opportunity to experience the work of Van Gogh in a      

multi-sensory environment. 



What’s been happening in Science?... 

 Y8 Science  - measuring Newtons 



What’s been happening in Science?... 



Chess Tournament 

On Friday 3rd December, Cloughwood held a Chess Competition. 



What’s been happening in Enrichment?... 

Pumpkin picking at Kenyon Hall Farm.  Always so much fun. 



What’s been happening in Enrichment?... 

Golf, fishing and dog walking have been 
some of the other activities enjoyed during 

our enrichment time. 



Future Provisions 

2021 has been an extremely busy year for 
Cloughwood, with lots of building and  

refurbishment work taking place behind the 
scenes.   

From January 2022 we will be able to  

offer further opportunities in subjects such as 
Catering, Mechanics and Construction, 

providing the boys with the opportunity to 
gain recognised NCFE qualifications in these 

subjects. 



Future Provision 

Walls prepared and ready for the students 
to put their plastering skills into place in 

the new construction building, and the new 
mechanics area, just waiting for its vehicle 

lift to be installed. 



What’s been happening on Residential?... 

Its been an exciting term on the Academy’s Residence, full of fun activities 
and experiences. Children have been working hard towards their independ-
ence program; this term we have concentrated on washing our clothes and 
tidying the kitchen. Children have enjoyed choosing their favourite snacks, 

shopping for the ingedients and making the finished dishes. 

The care team are proud of the progress the children have been making and 
we’re looking forward to 2022! 

On behalf of the team, we hope you all have a wonderful, safe Christmas and 

a very happy new year. 



What’s been happening on Residential?... 

Travel training/Lets Get Cooking/Online safety/Stranger danger/Arts and 
crafts/Luminate Christmas Experience/Bowling/Cheshire Oaks park/

Swimming/Independent living skills/Acorns/Build to express programme/
Football/Equality and diversity sessions/Identity sessions/Road safety/

Rememberence Day activities/Children in need cakes and so much more…. 



Proud to support Mid Cheshire Foodbank,  

Children in Need and the Guide Dogs 

 

Thanks to all our families and staff for 

their generosity. We raised over £170 for 

Children in Need, £190 for the Guide Dogs 

and donated many, much needed food 

items to the local foodbank. 



 

 Dates for your diary 

Please Note 

School will finish at the earlier time of 12pm on Friday 17th 

December, returning at the normal opening time on Tuesday 

4th January 



From all of the staff and pupils at  

Cloughwood Academy,  we would like to 

wish you and your family a very 

Merry Christmas and a  

Happy New Year 

 

 

 


