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Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome to our Spring Newsletter, 

Here we are exactly a year on from the beginning of Lockdown and all of the 

restrictions that has brought to our lives. Spring is always a time of hope and renewal 

and, unlike this time last year when looking forward offered little certainty, we now find 

ourselves with a clear path out of lockdown and the chance of a return to a more 

normal way of life. 

Although we have been lucky to remain open throughout this last year, it was really 

encouraging to see all the other children returning to school on March 8th as it gave 

hope that things are definitely moving in the right direction. 

For us at Cloughwood, our focus has been on continuing to provide a really productive 

learning experience for our boys. We have been ensuring that the mental health of our 

pupils takes the first priority in these difficult times and, because of the lockdown 

restrictions on movement, have included lots of opportunities for our boys to 

experience the great outdoors and get plenty of physical activity and fresh air. Mr 

Derrick has been building an outdoor forest space in our grounds with the boys and 

they have created a seating area with a fire pit in the trees.  

Our Year 11 pupils who have been learning bricklaying skills at college this year did the 

lion’s share of the heavy work - and they did a great job! On the subject of our Year 11 

pupils and the Futures Curriculum, much work is going on currently in the creation of 

our own teaching areas for vocational skills training for next September and I look 

forward to sharing more information about this with you in the summer newsletter and 

on the website, so keep checking for news. 

The staff at Cloughwood are currently planning to include lots of exciting and 

adventurous activities throughout the Summer term. I have heard mention of camps, 

coast-to-coast cycle rides and trips to London, to name but a few, so lets hope for 

good weather in the summer term and a final end to restrictions. I am hoping that you 

may all be able to come into school and join in with some of our end of year activities,  

such as Sports Day.  

So, the light at the end of the tunnel gets closer, let’s hope we can all continue to 

remain focused on keeping safe so that a level of normality returns from June. 

Take care 

Adrian Larkin 

A message from the Principal 



One of the highlights of the week, for me, is Secondary's Celebration 
Assembly on a Friday afternoon. We take the opportunity to recognise 
those pupils who have shown they can be their ‘Best Possible Selves’.  

 

Pupils are awarded Work or Worker of the Week in each subject area and 
there are also special mentions. For every 10 work or worker of the week, 
pupils receive a £5 Amazon gift voucher. If pupils have attended school all 
week, they go into a draw for a £20 gift voucher. Staff also nominate pupils 
for Best and Most homework completed. 2 of the nominees are awarded a 
£5 gift voucher.  

 

Another part of the assembly is spent reflecting on lessons learnt during 
the week. Themes this term have been: The changes that take place in 
your brain when you become a teenager and how we can all support this 
difficult transition into adulthood; what 'Being your best possible self' looks 
like; why giving is so important; why humans need love and care in order 
to grow; and how your mental health matters.  

 

We look forward to celebrating the successes of your children next term 
and wish you a Happy Easter.  

A message from our Vice 
Principal, Miss Howarth 



Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

A year on from the beginning of ‘Lockdown’, and what a journey it has been.  When I 

was a young teacher, and technology was just beginning to come into education, my 

colleagues and I used to joke about a day when all the children would sit at home 

watching us teach via a computer screen – little did I think a time would come when 

it could actually happen!! This year has seen us having to conduct our core business 

of education in a very different manner indeed, and for those of us who are not so 

‘tech savvy’, it has been a steep learning curve.  I have the utmost admiration for all 

the staff for the way in which they have adapted their teaching, learned new ways to 

bring lessons to their pupils, and ensured that everyone has received the help and 

support that they have so badly needed during this pandemic, so thank you.  I would 

also like to thank Mr Larkin and the Senior Leadership Team for the stoic way in which 

they have kept the school open throughout and ensured that everyone has stayed 

safe and well.  Behind the scenes, the governing board has kept the business of the 

academy going, through holding virtual meetings, to ensure that the school is in the 

best position to move forward, as we look to lockdown restrictions being lifted in the 

near future. The governors are all looking forward to the time when they can get back 

into school and share in the wonderful experiences that are on offer – we have really 

missed seeing the pupils at work.  

We currently have a vacancy for a Parent Governor on the Local Governing Board and 

I would like to take this opportunity to invite any parent/carer who might be 

interested in joining us, to read the flyer on the next page of this newsletter. 

On behalf of the governing body I would like to thank you all for playing your part in 

ensuring that your children have not missed out too much on their education, and we 

look forward to brighter and more normal times ahead. 

 

Kind regards 

Hannah Madeley, Chair LGB 

 

A message from the  

Chair of Governors 





What’s been happening in Primary?... 

The boys have enjoyed making Mother’s Day gifts  

The Author, John Hughes joined us for World Book Day and told us 
some great stories!  

Continued... 



What’s been happening in Primary?... 

We investigated different things in maths and we had lots of success 
on TT Rockstars 

Continued... 



What’s been happening in Primary?... 

This term all of our primary pupils were given  

their own Chromebooks.  

Continued... 



What’s been happening in Primary?... 

As part of our Chinese New Year celebrations and activities,  

we designed a new pet for the Emperor – and we made giraffes, 
pandas, some snails and a snake  

Continued... 



What’s been happening in Primary?... 

and we spent time outdoors and played with Woody. 

We tried and rated Chinese food for Chinese New Year... 

Continued... 



What’s been happening in Primary?... 

We investigated how shadows are formed.  



Outdoor Learning in Secondary 

A message from Mr Derrick, our Motivational Mentor… 

This term we have been getting outside and using our natural  

environment in order to develop our teamwork and communication 
skills. From making and cooking on fires to navigating a blindfolded 
obstacle course. The boys have engaged enthusiastically with all of 
the challenges laid out in front of them.  

It has been great to see them develop as, not only individuals, but as 
small teams. I look forward to this continuing after the Easter  

holidays. 

Continued... 



Outdoor Learning in Secondary 



What’s been happening in Art?... 

On March 16th pupils in year 9, who have shown a talent and  

interest in art and design over the last term, took part in a workshop 
with internationally known artist, Ian Murphy. They produced a book 
of painting and drawing experiments using pen, masking fluid and a 
watercolour wash. All the boys who took part in the day will be able 
to use the work as part of their GCSE portfolio. 

Continued... 



What’s been happening in Art?... 



What’s been happening in Computer Science... 

It's been a busy term in the Computer Science department 

 

Year 7 and 8 have been using their programming skills to create a variety of different 
programs. Year 7 have been using the high-level, text-based programming language 
called Python where they have created a 'Chat-bot' and a story telling program. Year 8 
have been revisiting the visual programming language ' Scratch', where they have  

created some very complex games independently. This will give them the skills and 
knowledge to complete the programming project for their Entry Level Certificate in 
Computer Science that they will begin during the next term.  

 

In Year 9 pupils have been working hard on their Digital Graphics project for the  

Creative iMedia Qualification. Pupils have been planning a magazine front cover, using 
pre-production documents and are now beginning to create the cover using Digital 
Graphics and photo editing software. The skills they have learnt during this phase will 
help them in their controlled assessment task which they will begin next term.  

 

It's been a very busy term for Year 10 pupils, who have been looking at Functional Skills 
Level 1 ICT. Well done to OB, who was the first student to sit the qualification and 
passed first time. The rest of the Year 10 group have been gathering evidence for their 
Creative iMedia qualification. Next term we are planning to go out of school to complete 
the photography module that we originally started a year ago!  

 

iDEA.org.uk 

As mentioned previously, the Computer Science department has enrolled KS3 and KS4 
pupils on the Inspiring Digital Enterprise Award, known as iDEA. This is an international 
award-winning programme that helps pupils to develop digital, enterprise and  

employability skills. 

 

Pupils have been given usernames and passwords and many have completed several 
'Badges' at school, however badges can be completed at any time, so if your son has a 
spare 10 minutes, please encourage him to log on at home. Idea.org.uk can be         
accessed from any device including smart phones, with some smaller badges only    
taking around 10 minutes to complete.  



What’s been happening in Science?... 

Our Year 9 class have been creating ‘Gas Bubbles’ in Science this 
term. Exciting stuff! 



World Book Day 

We had a brilliant World Book Day which involved everyone in the 
school. There were a variety of different activities for the boys to en-
joy. 

A visiting author gave entertaining workshops to the pupils. They  

also had to solve a murder during a Crime Scene Investigation  

workshop. Probably the best part of the day, however, was the boys 
sitting down with a hot chocolate and a couple of biscuits and having 
a member of staff read a story to them. Sitting and listening to the 
magic that books can bring - awesome!  



Red Nose Day 

The boys enjoyed lots of fun whilst raising money for Comic Relief 
Red Nose Day this year. 

The boys bought red noses, enjoyed a breakfast of cereal, took part 
in a penalty shoot out and bought lots of yummy cakes. Well done to 
the Student Council and Miss Brumby for organising. 

We raised over £330 for this great cause! Well done boys! 



What’s been happening on Residential?... 

Secondary pupils have had a fun filled few weeks back on the  

Residential packed with lots of activities. They have done several  

Well-Being walks, learned more about Diversity and Equality and also 

completed their own individual Covid-19 time capsules. They have  

also enjoyed attending the weekly boxing and keep fit sessions in the 

sports hall and outside on the MUGA. As well as this they have  

completed part of the ACORNS programme ‘Let’s Get Cooking’ and 

have been working hard to produce excellent pieces of homework set 

by their chosen subjects.    

Continued... 



What’s been happening on Residential?... 

Primary pupils have had a fantastic few weeks back. They have  

enjoyed playing outside on the scooters and playing Zombies or Cops 

and Robbers on the field. They have completed a team building  

obstacle course outside that helps them identify and build on their 

senses, surroundings, co-ordination and trust in one another. They 

have completed part of the ACORNS programme that works with 

children aged between 8-13, to help increase positive management 

of negative emotions, improve positive core identity and self-esteem, 

provide strategies to improve communication and decision making, 

as well as helping to develop core relationship skills. Primary have 

been having ‘Let’s Get Cooking’ sessions and practising their reading 

through extra reading sessions in the evening, they have all been 

fantastic book worms! 

Continued... 



What’s been happening on Residential?... 

Secondary and Primary pupils have shown positivity, resilience, and maturity 

while navigating their way through the changes and challenges that COVID 

19 has brought to the usual routines and activities while on and off site as 

they attended their phased return to Residential. They have all shown  

understanding and the importance of their own individual role in keeping 

themselves and others safe.  

They have all enjoyed celebrating World Book Day, making Mother’s Day 

crafts and decorating a daffodil plant. They had fun getting involved and  

contributing to The Red Nose Day cake sale; they decorated posters and 

baked over 50 cakes to help raise money for Comic Relief. 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish all pupils and their families a 

lovely Easter break and look forward to welcoming them all back in April.  

From All of the Care team.   

Continued... 



What’s been happening on Residential?... 



 

 

 

 

 

After School Club - Summer Term 
 

From w/c 19th April we will be running 2 After School Clubs.  

They will both be held every Wednesday for Years 7 to 10. 

 

1.Football Club 

 

2. Multi-Sports Club  
(the sport will change each week) 

 

Your child will be asked each Wednesday morning  

if they would like to take part. 

 

If your child does want to take part, we will contact you to  

confirm afternoon transport arrangements. 



 

Thank you very much for taking the time to 

read this Newsletter. 

 

From all of the staff at Cloughwood,   

we would like to wish you all a wonderful 

Easter break. 

 

We look forward to welcoming you back on 

Monday 19th April. 

 

Timings after Easter: 

Monday to Thursday - 08:45 - 15:00 

Friday - 08:45 - 14:00 

 

 Don’t forget to follow us on  

 


