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Our ref: BJB/AL          8th January 2021
  
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope you are well in the current circumstances and are keeping safe and healthy. 
 
As you know, on Tuesday, all schools closed except for those children of critical workers and vulnerable pupils. 
 
At Cloughwood, we have successfully returned from the Christmas break and have tested the vast majority of our 
pupils and all staff at least once already this week.  I am pleased to tell you that we have had no tests that have been 
positive for Covid-19 so far.  We do have people off who are self-isolating but all are still well, thankfully. 
 
Many thanks to all of you who returned your consent forms or confirmatory emails promptly, which allows us to 
continue to test our pupils.  Everyone who has given consent is now registered on the Gov.uk portal and you will 
start to receive the official cards if your son has been tested which enables you to log on to see the results.  As I 
mentioned, however, in another letter, if your son tests positive we will inform you immediately in any case. 
 
I am writing to you today to tell you about our plans for managing this lockdown in future in a way that ensures we 
stay open and stay as safe as possible. 
 
Having been back a week we have had time now to re-visit our risk assessment and make the relevant changes that 
will enable us to continue to keep everybody as safe as possible during this new lockdown with this latest variant of 
the virus circulating in the community. The biggest problem is that, with the current regulations, it has become 
impossible for me to guarantee a social distance of 2m when I take into account the size of the building and its 
dimensions, the number of pupils and staff and the needs of our pupils. (For further information about our risk 
assessment, please read the document on the website under the ‘Covid Information’ tab. 
 
To enable me to do this, and to ensure we remain open safely, from Monday 11th January, all children of key 
workers, vulnerable pupils and GCSE pupils will be in school every day.  Other pupils not in these groups who we 
know can be looked after safely at home will attend on alternate days.  On the alternate home-study days, pupils will 
be provided with at least five hours’ of high-quality learning resources and access to online learning.  Those pupils 
without access to ICT equipment will be given a Google Chromebook to bring home for the day to enable them to 
engage with the online activities the teachers have planned.  When pupils return to school every other day, these 
and any material resources such as books or worksheets MUST be returned so that teaching staff can keep on top of 
marking and planning new sequences of learning.  I have just invested in more Chromebooks so that a greater 
number of pupils will be able to borrow these as they arrive in school over the next week or two. The ones we have 
are being allocated at first on the basis of greatest need. One thing you may not know is that Google Classrooms 
which our teachers use to provide work and teaching and learning resources can be accessed by your son’s Xbox or 
Playstation, if they have one. So, I would encourage you to remind them of this as the teachers will. To make this 
kind of access easier, we can provide you with a keyboard and mouse to use with the game console if you let us 
know you would like one.  We will be sending some guidance home today about how you can use game consoles for 



learning. To turn a games console into a learning computer requires a keyboard and a mouse to be connected to it. If 
you don’t have these devices, contact us and we can provide them for you. 
 

 
 
 
If your child will be attending on alternate days, they will be in the ‘red’ group or the ‘blue’ group. 
The timetable is shown below and the school office will contact you to confirm. 
 
 

 
 
 
Pupils eligible for free school meals will receive fortnightly food parcels which will provide enough food for 5 days’ 
home study over a two-week period. School meals will continue as normal on days in school. 
 
I understand why a number of parents have decided to keep their children away from school, given the nature of this 
virus but I would urge you to consider this new plan and hope that you are able to feel reassured and confident that 
your son can attend safely and not continue to miss out. If you still decide to keep your son away from school, for 
whatever reason, a homework/home study guide has been sent to you and there is 5 hours of daily learning 
available that your son should complete. 
 



I am determined that unlike in the first lockdown, our focus this time is on learning, not simply childcare, and I want 
as many boys attending as possible each day.  If you change your plan and decide to send your son in, please inform 
the office so that we can make sure transport is arranged in good time.  These smaller teaching groups in school will 
constitute new `bubbles’ and in that regard no mixing will take place.  This means that the daily enrichment session 
will be cancelled for the next few weeks and the school day will end at 2.15pm Monday to Thursday and 2pm Friday. 
 
This arrangement will last until half-term February break by which time I hope we can get back to as near normal as 
possible, once vaccines have successfully been rolled out. 
 
This robust plan to keep the school functioning is one I am forced to implement given the current circumstances. My 
main aim as always is to safeguard all our boys and staff and ensure that we don’t have to close again like we did 
briefly last year with all the upheaval that that caused. A combination of safety in school, safety and studying at 
home alongside regular testing should enable us to avoid closure and major disruption in the future. If, for any 
reason, you would like your son tested at any time, please let us know and we will do our best to do it as soon as we 
can. 
 
In addition to the above, staff will be in contact with you all to provide learning and welfare support on a regular 
basis as we did last spring and summer. 
 
Please keep checking for messages, emails, texts etc. from school as we will do our best to keep you informed of any 
changes or new information/guidance. 
 
Stay safe and follow the rules. 
 
Best Wishes 

 
 
A Larkin 
Principal 


