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Our ref: NC/AL          22nd January 2021
  
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Following a number of changes we have made to the timetable and staffing arrangements, I am really pleased to 
inform you that as from Monday 25thJanuary, all secondary pupils in years 7, 8 and 9 will now be able to attend 
school every day. This means that there will no longer be red and blue groups on alternate days. We have been 
constantly looking at ways to do this so that time away from school is unnecessary. 
 
The main thing we are doing, and are now able to do with staff returning from absence, is to make more classes with 
fewer pupils in them. We have large class sizes of up to 15 at Cloughwood, but from Monday no class will have more 
than 9 pupils in it and will be split into two smaller classes. Since lockdown began we have started to bring more 
teaching areas into use so that we can increase the number of classes and we can now do this with more pupils on 
site in a way that keeps everybody safe. 
 
Even with our new arrangements, some pupils will continue to be absent due to shielding and self-isolation. These 
absences will be authorised and all lessons that those boys would ordinarily have will be available on Google 
Classrooms. It is absolutely vital that absent pupils log into Google Classrooms and complete the work the teachers 
have provided to ensure that they don’t fall behind. If you are still having issues with IT equipment and/or internet 
access, please let us know and we can provide extra support. 
 
Start and finish times will remain as they are currently and the same rules apply for all other periods of lockdown in 
relation to travelling with masks, keeping to 2m social distancing as often as possible and zero-tolerance towards 
risky or dangerous behaviour. If any boy is deemed to pose an unnecessary risk towards other pupils or staff, parents 
will be expected to have their son at home to avoid staff having to physically intervene for any reason. We have 
been fortunate to maintain high levels of health and safety throughout this pandemic and aim to keep in that way. 
 
Contrary to what you might have heard, lateral flow testing in schools has not been cancelled and we intend to 
continue to do this weekly to help us keep everyone as safe as possible.  
 
The new Secondary timetable that we have devised follows the usual academic timetable for all pupils. To further 
support our pupils’ mental and physical well-being, however, we are introducing a timetable to run alongside it 
which gives all pupils in years 7 to 10 the opportunity to engage in activities designed to boost well-being and these 
will be often outside, in the woodland and grounds of the school and will be physical and based on enhancing life-
skills. Mr Derrick will explain more about this timetable to pupils on Monday. Please ensure your son brings 
additional shoes, socks, clothes and a coat that he can wear outside, as we will be hoping everyone can get outside 
for fresh air and exercise as often as possible. The Primary and Year 11 pupil timetables will remain unchanged. 
 
If you have any questions or things to discuss, please contact your son’s form tutor. 
 
Best Wishes 

 
A Larkin, Principal 


