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Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Welcome to our Christmas Newsletter. It is a rather different feeling looking back over 

this year than that of years gone by. Who would have thought we would have 

witnessed what we have this year as we approached Christmas last year. As mind-

boggling a thought that is, I am really pleased to be approaching the festive break with 

many positive things to look back on and encouraging things to look forward to in the 

New Year. 

Throughout this year I am really proud of the efforts made by every member of our 

community – pupils, parents, staff, governors and friends, to ensure that we were able 

to continue to offer as normal an experience as possible to our boys. The actions we 

took enabled us to minimise the impact of lockdown on our boys’ education and 

mental health. I am particularly pleased that we managed to stay open for all but 8 

days at the very beginning of lockdown and that we were very quickly able to get all of 

our boys back to school and continuing to make progress by July 4th. I am also happy 

that we have managed to cope with the impact of Track and Trace on attendance and 

have only had to isolate a small number of staff and pupils on two occasions this term.  

This only reflects how cautious you have been in following government guidance and I 

would encourage you to keep up these good habits in the future, particularly over the 

Christmas holiday period, helping us safeguard everyone in the New Year. We will soon 

be able to resume a more normal life as vaccinations get underway, so the light is 

starting to appear at the end of the tunnel. 

So, all that aside, our pupils continue to go from strength to strength. Our Year 11 

boys are really enjoying their Futures Curriculum after a summer of good GCSE and 

exam results, and all are starting their extended work-based training as I write. The 

Futures Curriculum has been such a success over the last 3 years that we are 

expanding it next year, offering a broader range of courses for older pupils to enjoy. 

Next year, it is hoped there will be Sports Award, Hospitality and Catering, 

Construction, Motor Vehicle, Land-based training, Duke of Edinburgh, Employability & 

Social Development and Design, Media and Technology courses on offer. 
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We originally devised the Futures Curriculum to help our older pupils to become more 

independent, confident and resilient on leaving school and this has proved to be the 

case, with one critical measure of its success – good attendance – improving for that 

group, as well as the whole Academy as a result for the past 3 years. Even in this most 

challenging year, attendance has improved on last year. I am convinced that the home-

school links that were strengthened this year have had a big impact upon this by 

improving communication for everyone.  

Throughout the Academy, pupils continue to make good progress and we are helping 

our boys make up for lost work due to lockdown in a number of ways. 

One way we are doing this is to purchase a large number of Google Chromebooks to 

use with our new online learning platform, Google Classroom. Our teachers are 

currently working on a plan which will be implemented in the New Year. This will see 

every pupil have access to a Chromebook and Google Classrooms and learn to use 

them to improve how they learn both in school and at home. Watch this space for 

more information on this exciting project. 

Finally, I wanted to thank all of you who participated in our virtual parents evening on 

Wednesday 16th December. It was a great event and I hope you were able to get a 

detailed understanding of how your son is getting on both personally and academically. 

School finishes at 3pm on Thursday 17th December and reopens for all pupils on 

Monday 4th January 2021. For details about reporting Covid-19 incidences, please see 

the separate letter.  

 

Finally, I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and you are able to enjoy the 

festivities together safely. 

 

Adrian Larkin 

Principal 

 

 

 

A message from the Principal 



Dear Parents/Carers, 

When I was writing my message to you last Christmas, who could ever have imagined 

what a year it was to become?   

I have been involved in education for the last 42 years as a teacher, head teacher and 

governor and have experienced many changes and challenges over the years, but 

nothing that compares with what has faced education over the last 10 months!! 

 When we knew that Cloughwood was to remain open throughout the lockdown 

periods, due to the vulnerability of our pupils, it was a monumental task for Mr Larkin 

and the staff to work out how best to ensure that everyone could stay safe and that 

the pupils’ education was not disrupted any more than it had to be.  I was so proud of 

all the staff who stepped up to the task of organising work for the pupils and keeping 

in constant touch with families throughout really trying times.  When July came and 

school opened fully again, it was a very different ‘climate’ for both pupils and staff, 

having to learn how to keep each other safe while participating in quality education – 

I am pleased to say that Mr Larkin and the staff accomplished this task and continue 

to do so with flying colours. 

Everyone at Cloughwood has tried to ensure that it has been business as usual - this 

year the PE staff have organised activities to raise money for Sport Relief, the Primary 

pupils have made Christmas decorations for St. John’s Church, we have continued to 

support Mid Cheshire Foodbank and the Year 7 pupils have organised a Christmas 

Raffle, approaching local businesses for the donation of prizes.  Any funds raised from 

the raffle will be used to support the Enrichment programme in the New Year. Well 

done everyone! 

I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the Local Governing Board, to thank 

Mr Larkin and the staff for going ‘above and beyond’ in these most unprecedented of 

times to ensure that everyone has been cared for and supported.  Thank you also to 

the pupils and their parents/carers who have responded so well through a very 

difficult period. 

Finally, let us hope that 2021 proves to be a better year and that we can all get back 

to more normal times. I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 

A message from the  

Chair of Governors 



What’s been happening in Primary?... 

We have been looking at The Normans this term. We read about different 
castles and used this as a setting in our stories. We learned a traditional tale - 
having to order it...and then we added actions to the story so that we could 

retell it. 

We found out about armour that the Normans wore and made our own    
soldiers! We learned how to sew like the nuns who created the Bayeux    

Tapestry and we held interviews for some jobs at the Lord and Lady’s Castle. 



What’s been happening in Primary?... 

We found out about heraldry and created our own shields. 

We made our own gingerbread and took part in a Norman Feast with the 
Lord of the Castle. 



What’s been happening in Primary?... 

We worked on our maths and our spellings. 

We created our own pictures to celebrate fireworks nights and learned 
about Guy Fawkes. 



What’s been happening in Primary?... 

We created a big picture outdoors and we gardened when the  

weather was warm. 

We played board games - taking turns and working with new friends. 

And we enjoyed learning together. 



What’s been happening in Primary?... 

...and we made each other smile! 



What’s been happening in Maths?... 

Some of our pupils have been making pizzas to help with work on fractions. 

We have also been working on adding and subtracting 3-digit numbers. 



What’s been happening in Art?... 

On the 30th November artist Adebanji Alade, author of the book ‘Addictive 
Sketcher’ and BBC resident artist, came in to do an optional Aim Higher 
workshop with Year 8 pupils. Year 8 worked on the theme of animals. 
Adebanji said his  mission was to inspire, motivate and entertain the Year 8 
pupils - mission accomplished! Look at some of the outcomes from the day. 

On the 10th November, internationally renowned artist Ian Murphy came 
to do an optional Aim Higher workshop for Key Stage 4 pupils working on 
the architecture topic at GCSE. Ian showed us his latest work and sketch 
books which was a fantastic experience. Pupils produced drawings for their 
GCSE portfolios. 



What’s been happening in Science?... 

Our boys have been getting hands-on doing lots of different experiments in 
the science lab this term. 



What’s been happening in PE?... 

Here at Cloughwood, PE is a crucial part of our curriculum. Through the range 
of activities and variety of roles that pupils experience, they begin to make   
informed choices about their own commitment to leading a healthy, active 
life. The experiences and skills learnt within PE can lead onto careers such as; 
sports coaching, fitness instructor and personal trainer. 

This year we have invested in new PE kit and lots of new sports equipment. 

We have a packed timetable with a wide variety of different sports activities 
so that pupils can gain experience in a wide range of sports to widen their 
horizons, develop additional skills and discover new interests. 

This term we have covered football, rugby, gymnastics and hockey. Next term 
we will be focussing on basketball, table tennis, badminton and fitness     
classes. 



What’s been happening in PE?... 



What’s been happening in PSHRE?... 

As part of PSHRE, year 7 pupils have been looking at ways of fundraising. 
We decided on a Christmas raffle so set about researching different       
companies in the local area. We decided that sending letters and emails 
would be the most appropriate way of communicating with companies.   
Between all the pupils we created a standard letter that we could send to 
our chosen companies and then personalised the letters with handwritten 
addresses. On Wednesday 2nd of December, we finished our letters and 
then walked to the post box in Hartford. Louie also hand delivered a letter 
to the Co-op in Hartford whilst we were nearby. I am very proud of the boys 
for their efforts in this project from doing the initial research to writing and 
posting letters. They are really excited to raise money towards enrichment 
activities. Thank you so much for supporting us and buying raffle tickets! 



What’s been happening in Year 11?... 

Our Futures Curriculum for Year 11 has been extremely engaging this term. 
The boys have enjoyed working on their Sports Award, learning construction 

skills at college and even braving the elements during their Duke of           
Edinburgh session. 



What’s been happening in Enrichment?... 

We have had a fantastic term in the kitchen during Enrichment. The boys 
have made lots of great savoury and sweet dishes, including curry, stir-fry, 
cakes and biscuits. 

During Enterprise, some of our pupils 
have been busy making Santa    
models and festive candle holders. 



Celebrating Success 

At the end of each term, we reward those pupils who have achieved the 
most points and the highest levels of attendance. This term we have had 
some exciting reward trips including biking in Delamere Forest, a trip to   
Water World in Stoke on Trent and a trip to the cinema. 



Celebrating Diwali 

What a fantastic day we had learning about the Hindu festival Diwali - the 
festival of lights. The boys enjoyed learning about this major religious festival 
through different activities during the day. 

In English they looked at Diwali stories and Indian gods. In computer science 
the boys created a Diwali maze using a computer program called ‘Scratch’. 



In maths the boys looked at     
Rangoli patterns involving        
symmetry, reflection and rotation. 
In art they made some beautiful   
Indian divas, which lit the school 
hall in stunning colours. They were 
truly divine! 

Celebrating Diwali 



Celebrating Diwali 

The boys enjoyed a delicious 
Indian lunch and also tried 
traditional Indian sweets at 
the end of the day. 



Christmas Celebrations 

Our Primary pupils enjoyed a visit from St John’s Church this week and each 
made a Christingle orange. A number of pupils from Years 7, 8 9 and 10 also 
visited St Johns Church and enjoyed a Christingle service. 



What’s been happening on Residential?... 

We have had a term filled with lots of fun on Residential. We have packed lots 

of activities into our evenings, ranging from several park visits in the nice   

autumn evenings to learning about Diversity and Equality as well as putting 

together our very own individual Covid-19 time capsules.  

We have also been able to flip the negatives of Covid-19 and its restrictions to 

make lots of positives. We have learnt how to still celebrate and enjoy      

Halloween, Bonfire night, Diwali, and the festive run up to Christmas. 



What’s been happening on Residential?... 

We have enjoyed end of term meals out to The Riverside and McDonald’s. We 

have also enjoyed getting active in the sports hall, going for walks and doing 

a bit of baking. 

Our primary pupils who attend Residential each received 

a Christmas activity pack to keep them busy at home! 



Supporting Mid Cheshire Foodbank 

Thank you so much for the amazing donations of food and toiletries that we 
received this year for Mid Cheshire Foodbank. Some of our boys helped to 
sort and deliver our donations and got to see the Mid Cheshire Foodbank in 
action. 



Thank you very much for taking the time to 

read this Newsletter. 

From all of the staff at  

Cloughwood Academy,  we would like to 

wish you a very 

Merry Christmas and a  

Happy New Year 

 

 


