
                                                                                  
 

 

KEY STAGE 4 FUTURES CURRICULUM 

 

Once our pupils have progressed though the Academy, experiencing a largely 

nurture-based (Thrive - https://www.thriveapproach.com, and see Mrs Thomas’ 

description of the curriculum in Key Stage 2) provision in the Primary Department, 

and on to Key Stage 3 (Years 7 and 8), in which they start to become more 

independent and better equipped to cope with the secondary curriculum demands 

and to grow as individuals, supported further by other aspects of therapeutic support, 

they reach Key Stage 4 at the start of Year 9. 

  

https://www.thriveapproach.com/


                                                                                  
 

 

 

This is where the Cloughwood Futures Curriculum comes into being. Using the 

extensive knowledge that our staff have gathered over time about each pupil’s 

strengths and aptitudes, both personally and academically, futures pathways begin 

to take shape – the pathways that describe the future destinations of each pupil into 

work, further education, training or apprenticeships. 

 

One of our key aims at Cloughwood is to ensure that in Key Stage 4 all of our pupils 

will experience a rich variety of opportunities which will enable every one of them to 

leave school equipped with the confidence, skills, knowledge and qualifications to 

successfully navigate their way into the next phase of life, either at sixth form 

college, further education, vocational training, work or apprenticeships. We want to 

produce young men who are able to stand on their own two feet in the world. 

 

 



                                                                                  
 

 

The Futures Curriculum enables our pupils to identify which pathway they would 

prefer to take at an early point and gives them many opportunities to try out a wide 

variety of courses, examinations, training and work experiences. It enables them to 

do this in a fully supported, personalised manner so that they arrive at the start of 

Year 12, their first year after leaving Cloughwood, ready for the challenge ahead and 

mentally prepared to stick at it and succeed. 

 

 

Some qualifications are offered to pupils in Years 7 and 8, such as Entry Level. In 

Key Stage 4, a range of other accredited courses are offered. These include BTEC, 

Asdan, DofE, GCSE, CiDA and NCFE. These courses are completed across Years 9 

to 11. During Year 9 and 10, a small percentage of our pupils will be able to 

complete academic courses such as GCSE and could even take part on such 

courses in mainstream provision, if the circumstances are right. To ensure that these 

pupils have the best possible outcome an academic pathway will be created for 

them. 

 

 



                                                                                  
 

 

For example, a talented pupil in our current Year 10 group is studying for his GCSE 

PE qualification at an outstanding mainstream secondary school, which has an 

excellent reputation for its sports provision. This pupil represents the team of that 

school as well as our own. We will work closely with that school in this case to 

examine the possibility of him following a more academic pathway with them after 

Year 10. Pupils such as this will be members of our Aim Higher Group which exists 

to identify academically gifted pupils who could, with the right support, be able to 

cope with the demands of a more traditional academic pathway, which might lead to 

success at GCSE and even A Level study later on. 

 

 

Also, this year, in addition to the young man completing GCSE at a mainstream 
school, we have another Year 10 pupil who attends a high-performing local college 

one day per week, for a qualification in Equine Studies. The aim is for him to 
complete his Level 1 course over the next two years and then to start the Level 2 

course post-16. 
 

 



                                                                                  
 

 

Having completed examinations during Year 10 the majority of our pupils who favour 
vocational pathways into young adulthood and they will begin the Futures Vocational 
Programme at the start of Year 11. This programme is intended to provide a range of 

personalised training and work-related experiences both in school and outside, to 
enable these pupils to successfully identify the skills/work pathway they want to 

follow in Year 12, in a robustly supported way which promotes successful 
independent engagement and participation after leaving Cloughwood, reducing the 

risk of NEET (Not in Education, Employment or Training) in that crucial first year 
after leaving the security of school. 

 

This exciting curriculum introduces our pupils to the world of work and vocational 
training, whilst they are fully supported by Cloughwood Academy staff. A typical 

week for these pupils will include two days’ skills training leading to accreditation in 
the NCFE qualification, two days’ work experience in an area of their choice, tutoring 

and continuation of their Duke of Edinburgh training, which now begins in Year 9. 
The real benefit of this curriculum is that it allows our pupils to try out different 
courses and placements, so that they can grow in confidence, resilience and 

independence and be able to make informed decisions about their own pathways 
after leaving school. Engagement and participation is also improved, as there is a lot 
of evidence that attendance improves vastly in Year 11 due to this new curriculum, 

providing greater motivation for our pupils. 
 

 

 



                                                                                  
 

 

One pupil of last year’s cohort saw his attendance increase from below 40% in Year 
10 to over 80% in Year 11. He left school as ‘Pupil of the Year’ for 2018/19. He was 
awarded the NCFE (National Certificate in Further Education) and had a range of 

other qualifications including Entry Level, BTEC, GCSE and DofE. He is now in full 
time employment at the place he completed his work experience. There are similar 

success stories for his peers with a range of different outcomes. 
 

 

Currently 9 out of 10 pupils from last year’s cohort are successfully engaging in their 
post-16 destination choices, we are confident that the Year 11 experience has 

enabled them to build the personal strength and motivation needed to stick at the 
pathways they have chosen and succeed further. 

100% of our current Year 11 group are successfully engaging in a variety of activities 
and attending well. 

 

 

 



                                                                                  
 

 

 

So, after two years of offering this new approach to the Key Stage 4 curriculum, the 
outcomes are excellent and we are tracking our past pupils to see if we can ensure 
that they continue to engage and succeed. We are also working on providing some 
more wrap-around care for leavers in the future which may even include help with 

leaving and supported living. 
 

Watch this space! 
 


