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At Cloughwood our curriculum is designed around an ethos of providing support for 
personal development and growth, leading to independence. Providing this 
foundation of support ensures that our pupils develop the independence and 
strength of character to be able to successfully access an academic and vocational 
curriculum which leads to improved outcomes. Our goal is for our pupils to be their 
best possible selves – to be confident, courteous, resilient and resourceful young 
people who can face life’s challenges head-on and overcome them. 

 



                                                                                  
 

 

Our pupils have a range of Complex Needs for which they have Education, Health 
and Care Plans (EHCPs). These plans identify each pupil’s needs and outlines what 
we intend to do to help overcome any existing or potential barriers to successful 
learning and life opportunities.  

The main category of need at Cloughwood is Social, Emotional and Mental Health 
(SEMH). In addition to this, however, a variety of additional needs are often 
identified. A significant number of our pupils have needs associated to Attachment. 
We have some youngsters who are managing Attention Deficit and Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), for which they may take medication. A small number have 
diagnoses of Autism or Asperger’s Syndrome and some pupils, particularly our 
youngest children may have other developmental or Sensory Needs. 

 

Our intention when designing our curriculum at Cloughwood is to try to ensure that 
all needs are catered for but our primary goal is to create a curriculum which enables 
our pupils to learn in an environment which is appropriate to their stage of 
development and one which provides care, safety and security, positive and 
purposeful relationships and a sense that each young man can develop the skills, 
confidence and independence to make informed choices at transition points in their 
school and career pathway.  

 



                                                                                  
 

 

Our Academy curriculum therefore can be viewed as a journey in three parts, all of 
which prepare our pupils for the next phase of their lives. We want our curriculum to 
be coherent and to provide a pathway from one Key Stage to the next, each building 
on the one before. 

Our Key Stage 2 curriculum, therefore, is built upon a foundation of Nurture. In Key 
Stage 3 it is our intention that pupils will be less reliant upon a nurture-based 
curriculum as they have learned how to be more independent and confident in Key 
Stage 2. Key Stage 3 pupils, now secondary-aged, will be supported by another 
therapeutic intervention known as FILS which is based around CBT principles and 
looks to further develop pro-social and self-regulatory behaviour, which eventually 
leads to greater confidence.  

 

Our Key Stage 4 ‘Futures’ Curriculum starts early in Year 9 and aims to fully prepare 
our older pupils for the rigours and challenges of both academic and vocational 
pathways. In simple terms we want our young men to achieve sustained, lifelong, 
fulfilling success in their lives after leaving school, whether this be via an academic 
pathway, work-related or a training route.  

 



                                                                                  
 

 

It is a core purpose of Cloughwood Academy that we enable our young men to get 
out in the world and stick at whatever their chosen paths may be.  

For further details of each part of our curriculum, please see the descriptions further 
on in the website. 

 


