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Dear Parents and Carers,
 I am really pleased with the progress of the vast majority of pupils
this year and really looking forward to hearing about further
successes of our school leavers this year who go on to new pastures
at college or work.
Next year will be an exciting time for our new Year 11 pupils who are
all embarking upon a new programme of college, work experience
and Duke of Edinburgh Award.  I have introduced this new strategy
to give our future school leavers a better opportunity to succeed at
college or work and to do this by continuing to support them whilst
still on roll at Cloughwood.  My main hope is that by the end of next
year all of our leavers have chosen a career pathway they really love
and have given themselves a leg-up in terms of coping with the
demands and seeing their training through more successfully.
To enable all of our pupils to be successful when leaving school I am
introducing a more wide-ranging Careers Advice and Guidance from
September and some new courses at Key Stage 4 such as BTEC in
Health and Social Care as a lot of our pupils want to go on in future
to work in the care industry.
As you already know, I have introduced quite a number of therapeutic
interventions right across the Academy this year and I am delighted
to see how successful this has been.  I would like to remind those of
you who haven’t yet filled in your  permission form  sent out to you
earlier this term, to fill in the form and return it to school if you haven’t
yet done so.  I am currently having staff trained in a number of new
areas so I would like to have as many of our pupils participating as
possible next term.
One thing that has concerned me this year is the attendance of some
of our pupils.  Sickness and illness aside there are far too many pupils
whose attendance has dropped below 95% this year and I would
urge all of you to ensure that next year is a better year in this respect.
Poor attendance really gets in the way of good progress and I find
it really frustrating that such an issue can have such a detrimental
effect on a boy’s future.  It is no coincidence that our highest
achieving pupils are also our best attenders.
We return from the summer break this year without a staff training
day so, all in on 
In what has been a very challenging year, thanks for your continued
support and on behalf of us all have a wonderful summer break.

Principal’s
Foreword

Dear Parents and Carers,
In my last message to you I outlined the work of the
Board of Trustees as we looked towards forming a Multi
Academy Trust.  We have now officially registered
‘Kaleidoscope Learning Trust’ as the multi academy with
Cloughwood Academy as the founding member school.
This will mean that in September the current Board of
Trustees will split to form the Kaleidoscope Trust Board
and the Cloughwood Academy Local Governing Board.
As parents/carers you will notice little difference at this
point, as the Local Governing Board will function very
much as it does now.  Once this task is complete we will
look to invite one or two more schools to join the Trust,
and when this happens I will write to you with further
information.
It has been another busy year at Cloughwood, back in
September we saw our Primary pupils move into their
newly refurbished classrooms – these are excellent and
provide a really good learning environment.  Over the
summer holidays work is being done to create a super
outdoor area for the primary pupils, which will include,
a small football pitch, an area with some climbing
equipment and also quiet reading areas.  Other areas
within school have also been refurbished, classrooms,
corridors, the dining area etc in an effort to make
Cloughwood a more pleasant and welcoming
environment for all.
Trustees visit the school regularly to sit in on lessons or
to join in with activities.  I am always delighted with the
very positive feedback that I receive about how hard
staff and pupils work to achieve very high standards of
both academic achievement and behaviour.
I would like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank
you to Mr Larkin, all the staff and pupils for another very
successful year.  I would also like to thank all
Parents/Carers for your ongoing support.
Have a really great summer holiday – hopefully the sun
will continue to shine!!
Hannah Madeley
Chair, Board of Trustees.

A message from the Board of
Trustees



Cup winners again!
Cloughwood’s Under 13s football team have done it again and won the cup for the
second year running. If you’ve been following our website posts, you’ll know that this
season this team have done exceptionally well - so much so that they have only

conceded one match in the
whole tournament.  The
boys have performed
exceptionally as a team and
represented the school to a
very high standard. Some
solid teamwork and great  communication between the
boys has ultimately led them to cup victory. We are all very
proud of their achievements, and the work that Mr Thorley
and Pete Hughes have put in has been well rewarded.

Resi meet the Hollyoaks cast!
TV Stars filming at Marbury Park

The Resi bunch have had a really
cracking term this summer packed full
of activities with the weather being so
good! There have been trips to the ice
cream farm, Fuzzy ed’s play barn and
they have had a good few visits to
McDonalds and Toby Carvery for tea.
The boys have made use of the
revamped park in Sandiway and the
new park in Winsford.
Marbury Park has been a popular
outing this term and the boys have
enjoyed using the outdoor pool in the
hot weather. They also had the
chance to meet celebrities from
Hollyoaks who were filming episodes
in the park - did you spot the scenes
recently?!
The boys also mustered their patrioric
spirit and celebrated St George’s day.
More recently they have enjoyed
watching the football World Cup
matches and getting behind England
in the hope that it’s coming home!
The split between Primary and

Secondary pupils has
worked really well to
enable staff to lead more
focussed and age related
activities that all can enjoy
and be happy joining in
with.
We hope you have a great
summer and look forward
to
seei
ng
every
one
back
on
the
Resi
in
Septe
mber!



This term students have been completing functional skills work where
they have applied their mathematical skills to complete a scale wooden
house model. Students have had to calculate angles, surface areas, area
and finances, and energy saving ideas for the build - the end result was
a two bedroom bungalow with opportunity for an extension and which
rain collectors, solar panals, smart metres were all considered.
GCSE functional skills exams have taken place, and Year 7 have been
working on a project about sequences and patterns - this has included
trips to the forest to discover  the application of Fibonacci sequences tp
real life, as well as completing Rangoli patterns which gave students the
opportunity to learn and apply cross crurricular knowledge. Year 9 have
wokred on mastering compass and protractor skills, constructing angles,
perpendicular bisectors, and accurate triangles.

KS4 have obviously focussed on their examinations this half term. The Year 10s and 11s have worked
exceedingly hard to complete qualifications for GCSE and Step up to English.
The Step Up To English is a portfolio based qualification which takes a lot of effort and time in producing
a portfolio for reading, writing and speaking and listening skills. Pupils worked well to complete all the
tasks set for the given deadline. Special mentions have to be given to BRobbins, KHayter and  SWilliams.
Students who took the GCSE English Language qualification withstood the pressures and gave the
exam full effort and attention. Special mention to JTaylor who worked his socks off – hoping that grade
in August will reflect the efforts made.
In the KS3 English Department this half term, we have been using the World Cup Football Tournament
in Russia as our key theme. Each pupil picked a team randomly from the tournament and completed
a series of lessons around their team, including researching the country, comprehensions about the
history of the World Cup and creating newspaper articles.
The winners of the World Cup were France, which was picked out by DGriffiths and so he was awarded
a JD voucher. We also ran a competition in which pupils were awarded goals if their team scored in
the championship and also for pieces of good work, good attitude and effort in class. This was a close
contest but was eventually won by CParker who selected Russia. He was also presented with a JD
voucher.

This term Year 7 and 8 have been learning a combination of chemistry,
biology and phyusics. Year 7 have focused on space; something which
has tested their inquisitive young minds, and Year 8 have been doing a
forensic science module, which they have all engged with and shown a
great aptitude for.
Prior to GCSEs, Years 9 and 10 have focused on their GCSE curriculums,
including a practical application of biology. More recently they have
begun a project whereby students have both designed and begun to
build rockets that will launch in the next academic year, hopefully hitting
the dizzying hights of 1000ft. Year 11 managed to revise and conduct
themselvves during exams with resitilance and determination, and we
wish them all the best for their future endeavours.

Science

Mathematics

English



This term has been a blessing for our summer sports such as baseball andMr Barker has started
a running club, taking pupils out around the grounds which has become very popular. There has
been a strong focus on leadership and communication in lessons with pupils taking more control
of their learning and leading their own warm ups. Year 10 ran a dodgeball tournament for our
Primary pupils which was very succesful - they took the lead on the promotion, health and safety,
officiating and organised and rewarded pupils with certificates of participation. The priamry boys
had a great time and the Year 10s demonstrated some great leadership qualities.
 Fitness sessions have been taking place in Marshalls Arms woods  and has been popular due to
good weather - the boys have been identifying natural gym equipment in the woods to use for
activities such as dips and push ups. A great effort was made by the majority of our KS4 pupils
who were examined in basketball, football, badminton.
In Modern Foreign Languages, pupils have been progressing with their Spanish language skills
aapplying this to sport and also on trips to Marshalls Arms. Pupils have also tracked the football
World Cup scores in spanish to boost knowledge of Spanish numbers.

PE and MFL

ICT and Computer Science

 

Year 7 have completed work on abstract
art and colour theory looking at
contextual references such as Robert and
Sonia Delaunay. Year 8 have explored
Fernand Leger. Year 9 have begun a
GCSE topic on architecture. Year 10 and
11 have completed GCSE portfolios.
Below is a selection of images from the
GCSE portfolios.

Art

During the last term we have covered a range of areas in Computer Science;
such as Top Trumps databases and spreadsheets and programming in
scratch, although my favourite has been the work that a few Year 7s did on
plastics in the environment. A group of pupils researched the impact that
plastic has on our environment, particularly for fish, animals and other
wildlife. We went litter picking around the school grounds and within half
an hour we had filled three bin bags. The oldest piece of plastic was a packet
of crisps from 2005, which showed no signs of decomposing. We decided
that we would write letters to the crisp companies asking what their policies
are on single use plastics and how they are helping to minimise the impact
of their products on the environment. We also enclose the crisp packets in
the envelopes to prove a point! Watch this space to find out their responses!

Humanities
Its been flat out in the Humanities department this summer term with lots
of new topics being studied both a key stage 3 and key stage 4.
In History Year 7 the students have been enjoying learning about Mary
Queen of Scots, Oliver Cromwell and the Spanish Armada. Year 8 have been
studying the WW 2 and the use of propaganda and have produced some
great well presented work in the form of written work in books, posters. Year
9 have been getting to grips with the Geography GCSE and are making
steady progress studying Urban challenges in the UK and focusing on the
case study of Bristol. Year 10 have worked hard on revising and preparing
themselves for the summer exams. Year 11 finished revising and sat their
History GCSE exams. All students tried their best and we wish them good
luck for the future in the courses and colleges they have chosen to go to.



This term has
been a very busy one for the
primary department! The Year
6 boys worked extremely hard
during the lead up to their SATs
and were very well prepared for

when the time came for them to participate in
the tests. They were very resilient and were a
credit to the staff and students at Cloughwood!
Our topic this term has been all about the World
Cup and so the boys have been researching the
countries taking part and creating PowerPoint
presentations to present to their peers, we all
learned lots of interesting facts about a wide
range of countries. We have been keeping track
of the scores and are all rooting for our teams to
win!
In literacy the boys have been writing imaginative
stories and practicing the skills needed to make
a story engaging and exciting, including sizzling
starts, language conventions and text structure.
They have produced some amazing work! Maths
has seen us investigating symmetry, interpreting
data, reviewing multiplication and division,
calculating change everyday math problems. The
Year 4 and 5s have thoroughly enjoyed their
Science unit on plants this term, and have

explored lots of new concepts such as how
plants make their own food, how plants
transport water from their roots to their leaves
and comparing some of the plants found on
our school grounds. We looked at them under
a microscope and compared the different types

of stems that we found. We even grew our own
cress and conducted an experiment that involved
growing broad beans!
Year 6 have enjoyed meeting the high school staff
who have been over in the Primary department
doing meet and greets and teaching
lessons, it will be exciting for the boys
to see familiar faces next year as they
move up to Year 7 and into their next
phase of schooling, with staff bingo
being a favourite activity!
The primary department hosted their
first sports day which was a huge
success! We had lots of parents attend
and even though the weather was
scorching hot we had so much fun!

Primary

ThThis summer we say a fond farewell to  three members of staff who move on from Cloughwood to

pastures new; Mr Hornby who has been working the boys through their Science curriculum this year

and form tutor to Year 9, and Mr Thorley who has been leading Physical Education, Modern Foreign

Languages and BTEC and form tutor to Year 7. Mrs Estcort, our esteemed HLTA and ELSA in Secondary

also took early retirement before Easter. We thank them all for all of their hard work and wish them well

in their future endeavours - we hope you won’t forget Cloughwood too quickly!

Goodbyes



Summer camp this year in Beddgelert, in the heart of
Snowdonia’s National Park, Wales, was action packed with a
range of outdoor activities consisting of walking, mountain
biking, fishing, kayaking, swimming, jumping off Elephant Rock
and piers (which I personal loved... even though I was very
nervous). Accompanied by Mr Rayner, Mr Williams, Mr
Snowden, Mrs Parsonage, Miss Barlow, Mr Thorley and Carly
from the Care Team, staying in a bunkhouse, with some

children staying in tents we had
glorious weather all week.
Monday morning we left school in
high spirits with the minibuses
packed, arriving at the bunkhouse
in Beddgelert. Once the boys had
established their sleeping
arrangements we were off on a hike
four miles up into the hills followed
by a decent into Beddgelert where
the boys enjoyed a swim in the
stream with the water being warm
and refreshing. Then back to the
bunkhouse for Mr Rayner's
spaghetti bolognaise... yum, yum!
The day ended with the boys filling
out the diaries of their day and then
taking part in a selection of crafts
and football activities followed by
supper (cup of tea and biscuits)
ready for bed.
The second day saw the boys keen
to tackle the day’s activities. Waking
up early, the boys had breakfast and
prepared for the day ahead
ensuring water bottles were filled to
stay hydrated. Scrambling on to the
mini buses we headed to Trefor Pier
on the Llyn Penninsular where the

boys enjoyed a swim in the sea and the brave could
jump off the pier followed by a quick trip to Morfa
Nefyn with a walk along the beach to a smaller pier
where the boys enjoyed another dip in the sea and
building sand castles. Taking a walk out to the tip of
the Nefyn Penninsular to see the seals who decided
not to show themselves... which was a shame. This was
followed by a walk to the life boat station with the boys
surprising themselves by reaching the top where they
were rewarded with beautiful views. A short walk back
to the bus for a chippy tea was well deserved.

Day three and four consisted of splitting the boys into two
groups, with one going mountain biking and the other
kayaking. Mountain biking took place at the Marin Trail in
Betys-coed involving a difficult uphill climb followed by a
fantastic decent into Betys-coed.
Kayaking at Llyn Gwynant lake and Elephant Rock, where the
boys kayaked down a small river where at the end there was
a beautiful spot for the boys to swim and do a bit of fishing
with a make shift net. Making our way back to dry land for
lunch sitting in the shade drinking plenty of water to stay
hydrated, followed by a second application of sun cream. After
lunch we were back in the kayaks. From here we paddled out
on to the lake towards what we call Elephant Rock where the
boys could exit their kayaks and scramble on to the rock
jumping into the water. The boys showed great resilience
towards all the activities. Returning back to the bunkhouse
where the boys could swim in the lake before tea (chicken and
bacon pasta bake… mmmm).
Final the last day, with tired children, we made the journey back
to school. Over the week we were gifted with beautiful sunny
days with a gentle breeze. A wonderful time was had by both
staff and pupils, with the boys having a great experience of
which all displayed a positive attitude to the week. Many have
developed new skills and gained much confidence throughout
the week with conduct and behaviour being fantastic.

By Mrs Parsonage



Wishing
you all a
fantastic
summer!



Cloughwood Academy
School term dates 2018/19

DATE OF CLOSING DATE OF OPENING

AUTUMN TERM 2018

   MON. 3 SEPTEMBER 2018

AUTUMN HALF TERM         FRI. 19 OCTOBER 2018  MON. 5 NOVEMBER 2018

CHRISTMAS  FRI. 21 DECEMBER 2018

SPRING TERM 2019

                  MON. 7 JANUARY 2019

SPRING HALF TERM FRI. 15 FEBRUARY 2019 MON. 25 FEBRUARY 2019

SPRING BREAK FRI. 5 APRIL 2019        (inclusive of Good Friday and Easter Monday)

SUMMER TERM 2019

  TUE. 23 APRIL 2019

MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY    MON. 6 MAY 2019

SUMMER HALF TERM FRI. 24 MAY 2019 MON. 3 JUNE 2019

SUMMER 2019 TUE. 23 JULY 2019

INSET DATES:-

These are included within the school holidays.


