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Dear Parents and Carers,

 Welcome to our final newsletter of the academic year.

Looking back, 2016/17 has been a very busy year. We have

seen many new boys join us throughout the year,

particularly in our Primary Department as it grows and goes from strength to

strength. I have been pleased to see lots of our new boys take advantage of our

Residential provision, enjoying all of the extra opportunities this provides.

We have had more success in BTEC and Duke of Edinburgh Award courses to

date and we are looking forward to further examination success for our Year 11

leavers.

Finally, I am sure you will join me in thanking Mr Booth and Mr Henderson for

their contribution, dedication and commitment to Cloughwood over the years as

we wish them both a long, healthy, happy and

fruitful retirement, and to wish Mr Burton

every success in his new career next term.

Wishing you a lovely, peaceful summer holiday,

Best wishes,

Adrian Larkin

www.cloughwoodacademy.co.uk        01606 288090

We would like to extend a big ‘thank you’ to all
parents, carers and staff who have so kindly
supported us in providing donations for Mid
Cheshire Foodbank this year. Not only have the
items gone to a worthy cause, but our pupils
have learnt about the value of Foodbanks and
how they help the local community. Keep an
eye out for similar initiatives next year!



Dear Parents/Carers

As directors, we work alongside Mr Larkin

and his senior leadership team to ensure

the best possible experiences and

outcomes for all the boys at Cloughwood.

This year has been a busy and successful

one – the boys have done well in the Duke

of Edinburgh Awards and their BTEC

exams and we are hoping for further

success in the GCSE results. They have

also, with your support, taken part in a

number of community based/charity

projects, these have included the Vale

Royal Lions Easter Egg Raffle, the Poppy

Appeal, Macmillan Nurses and also the

Mid Cheshire Food Bank, and we

congratulate them on their efforts. There

have also been many more activities and

projects, too numerous to mention which

you can read about in this newsletter.

Mr Larkin has mentioned our growing

Primary Department – during the summer

there will be a refurbishment of the old

Student Development block to create a

new Primary base, which will provide

much more room and better facilities.

This year we have welcomed a new Vice

Principal (School Business Manager), Mr

Chris Heptinstall, and in September, we

have a new English teacher, Mrs Sarah

Unwin joining the staff team – we hope

that they both enjoy their time at the school

and wish them every success. We are

also saying some goodbyes – Mr Booth

and Mr Henderson leave us, and on

behalf of the Board of Directors, I would

like to thank them for their dedication and

commitment to the school and wish them

a long and very happy retirement. Mr

Burton also leaves us for pastures new,

with our thanks and best wishes for the

future.

Finally, I would like to thank Mr Larkin and

all the staff for their hard work,

commitment and dedication throughout

the year, and to thank all Parents/Carers

for your continued support. I hope that you

all have an enjoyable summer and look

forward to another exciting year ahead.

H Madeley
Chair of Directors

A message from the Academy’s directors

For all the latest school news, updates
and reminders

Like us on Facebook -
‘ ’

The boys who have played on the school football team have had an extraordinary year this year,
winning or drawing all games they have played.
We are immensely proud of their dedication, sportsmanship and teamwork in bringing success
back to Cloughwood each time. A big ‘well done’ to all teams and congratulations on a great year
of football - the whole school are very proud of you!



Residential

“I like Resi because when
I behave I get treated.

We have gone swimming
lots of times and have
had lots of carvery.”

“Resi is awesome
and I love it so much
because we do fun

things.”

“I like Resi because the
staff are very kind and
take us to Marbury and
to football matches.”



Primary
This term has been a very busy one
for our KS2 pupils. Our Year 6’s have
had a taste of Secondary school life,
with the earlier starts and moving
around subject classrooms - we hope
they’re ready to come back in
September excited to begin a new
chapter in their academic lives.
Mr Snowden’s class have been
studying the Lions rugby team and
have looked at the history of the club
and the country of New Zealand. The
boys have also enjoyed learning
about forces in Physics and have
done two scientific investigations - a
rocket balloon exercise and an ‘egg-
periment with parachutes and eggs.
Do you know how to drop an egg
from a height without it breaking?

There have been educational visits to
Danger Point, where pupils  have
learnt about being safe in different

scenarios - we hope that they will be
able to apply this knowledge to life
outside of school and keep safe.
Everyone enjoyed the day and found
it very educational.
Mr Burton’s group were also treated
to a day out with the ‘Cruicial Crew’,
a safety educational programme
which covers issues such as arson,
hoax calls, road safety, fire safety,
travel safety, Internet safety, and
antisocial behaviour.

In the last couple of days the boys
have had a more relaxed time - on
Tuesday they had a trip to New
Brighton where they had a great
time at Adventure Golf and enjoyed
Miss Pike’s famous hot dog BBQ on
the beach.
On Wednesday pupils went to
Marbury park for a dip in the pool
and a cycle around the woods.



Motivational and Outdoor Learning

During this last term the MOLI department has
been very busy challenging the students in new
ways; we took a small group of students and
completed the Coast to Coast cycle challenge
from Whitehaven to Tynemouth in only 3 days
- 127 miles of cycling! We have completed a
day out hiking and ghyll-scrambling in
Snowdonia national park to culminate the year
long course BTEC Practical Teamwork that
has been delivered to the year 9's and 10's.
During the enrichment timetable there has
been health and fitness club for targeted
individuals but this has become extremely
popular with more and more people asking to
take part and even having the entire Primary

department and staff joining in to complete a
live fitness class with Jo Wicks the Body
Coach! We have also done rugby training
where the boys love getting stuck in, often in
the mud and rain, walking, mountain biking
skills in the local area, fitness, football and
basketball.
We have introduced the Year 8's to the John
Muir Award, learning about wildlife and plants
in the local area mainly on Marshall's Arm and
around Cloughwood. With the main summer
camp coming up we are looking forward to
taking some of the boys away for a week of
camping and adventurous activity.



PE BTEC

This year in PE the boys have completed sports

such as Football, Cricket and Basketball. In football

they have learned how to head a ball, short and

long pass and working on controlling the football in

short games. In Cricket the boys have learned how

to bat correctly and are currently learning to

overarm bowl. They are also learning how the rules

of play affect the different games. In Basketball

they have learned how to do a free throw shot

using the Balance, Eyes, Elbow, Follow through

technique (BEEF), a lay-up shot and learning

different dribbling and ball control methods.

This is the first year that Cloughwood Academy has

taught the BTEC course in Public Services, this has

seen the children take on the challenge of completing

different types of work using their own initiative. The

elements covered for the year 9's and 10's have been

Health and Fitness required for a career in the Public

Services, Skills needed to prepare to go on an

expedition and practical teamwork in the public

services. The culmination for the practical teamwork

was a trip to Snowdonia, Ghyll-Scrambling and

mountain hiking. For health related fitness there was an

improvement across the board for all the boys as they

took part in 11 different military fitness tests. The boys

did a 20 meter bleep test, push/pull test, 1.5 mile run

with two minutes of press ups and sit ups each. We did

this at the beginning of the course and at the end,

during the course was extra training to build up to the

next stage and a repeat of the same tests again. All of

the boys improved which was fantastic to see.

The main focus of this term has been to ensure a smooth transition for the year 11’s. They have been attempting to
“boldly go where no man has gone before” and not only take the the new GCSE Language exam, but to achieve the
Holy grail of a new level 4 or a “C” in old money.
The key feature of the work with the Key stage 4 students has been a focus on improving student’s basic Literacy
skills, specifically Reading, Speaking and Listening. To do this we have focused on reading play scripts such as
“Burning Everest” and “Mariza’s Story”. These sessions have definitely improved the student’s confidence in
Reading and also in their understanding of the use of voice and inflection in character reading. These paly scripts
enables student’s to get a picture in their head about the words and action and this is key to developing student’s
imagination and therefore there future Creative Writing. Year 9 students have begun their transition to the Key Stage
4 GCSE syllabus for the Language exam’ and have started to look at ways in which writers write and also why and
how they write. It is vital that these student’s “hit the ground running” in September and lay the foundations for later
by getting into good routines in all areas of the curriculum.
Key stage 3 students have continued developing basic skills and have produced some seriously chilling ghost
stories, the imagination shown in some of them has been fantastic.
It is really important that every pupil in school continues to learn and develop at every opportunity the
phrase “everyday is a school day” has never been truer. I would respectfully ask every parent or carer to
take every opportunity this Summer to listen to, or read with or discuss things that happen or things that
they experience with their young person. A love of language and learning and a sense of curiosity are some
of the greatest gifts.
Mr G Booth

English



Once again we have had some fantastic outcomes in the Art department. Below is a selection of the work

produced by pupils.

 Art

 Science
It been another very busy but
hugely successful year within the
Science department. At KS3 all
pupils have made progress and
have enjoyed the practical
elements of the biology, physics
and chemistry topics. Pupils are
developing an understanding of
the scientific terminology and
oracy of the language used.
At KS4 pupils have made an
excellent start to the new Biology

GCSE which will be completed in
the next academic year. Pupils
have once again enjoyed the
practical element of the course
which included dissecting animal
hearts, kidneys and lungs.
KS4 have also begun their
forensic science topic, which
involves a variety of techniques
to analyse staged ‘crime scenes’
in the nearby woods. Pupils took
fingerprints and analysed hair

samples and footprints. These
mysterious goings-on are a real
corker of a Cloughwood
‘whodunnit’!
Finally, the success of the
Science department culminated
in 91% A* - C grade GCSE
equivalent achieved this
academic year.



his year, Years 4, 5, 6 and
some year 7’s intrepidly
ventured to
the Cae Ysgubor bunk house
in  Snowdonia National Park

for a week of outdoor activities, rain,
sunshine and good company.
Accompanied by Mr Larkin, Mr Marshall,
Mr Rayner, Mr Snowden, Mr Williams, Ms
Bailey and Pete, Val, Sue and Linda from
the Care Team, the boys helped load up
the vans set off in good spirits on Monday
morning.
On the first day the boys walked to
‘Elephant’s Rock’ at Llyn Gwynant and
jumped off the cliff into the lake (those of a
nervous disposition should not put it into
YouTube). The group then spent the
afternoon at Trefor beach where they saw
dolphins, and Nefyn beach where they
spotted a family of seals.

The second day saw  Mr Marshall in his
element, taking the lads ghyll scrambling

and rock climbing. Some of the boys
surprised even themselves by climbing
right to the top and abseiling down again.
The afternoon culminated in beachy
activities at Benllech where the boys
hunted for cockles, played in the sea and
built sandcastles.
The third day was spent kayaking with Mr
Rayner and Mr Williams, so the evening
was spent drying off in the bunkhouse.
On the Friday the boys reluctantly packed
up and set back for school. Special thanks
to those boys who stayed behind to get the
bunk house back into a fit state.
All in all, both pupils and staff had a
wonderful time. It was a great experience
for the boys, all of whom displayed a
positive and enthusiastic attitude to the
week and who we hoped learned a few
new skills and gained some confidence.
We also received some incredibly good
feedback about their behaviour and
conduct, so well done to all involved.

T



Photos
Catch up on all of the action from the summer term

Year 8 enjoy cycling in North Wales on LOTC

Food technology with Ms Riding

Learning Outside the Classroom

Ghyll scrambling in Snowdonia National Park

Primary fun at New Brighton beach



Wishing you all a pleasant summer

holiday from all at Cloughwood


