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A message from the
Board of Trustees

Dear Parent/Carer,

Welcome to our Spring Newsletter. Once again, you can see from all the pieces
the raft of wonderful activities and achievements being made by our boys. It has
been a short but busy term punctuated by unexpected weather but we survived
the snow drifts and the ‘Beast from the East’ and carried on regardless.
Thanks to all of you who have really made the effort to get your boys into school
this term as improving attendance is one of our key priorities this year as you know.
I am beginning to see improvements in all groups across the Academy which is
really encouraging.
As you have read in our Board Chair’s message in this newsletter, these are historic
times for Cloughwood Academy. When we converted to become an Academy
over four years ago now, we became a single academy, Multi-Academy Trust. We
did this to take advantage of being able to work in close partnership with other
Academies in the future, should the opportunity arise.
Since that time we have worked with a number of other schools and academies
on an informal basis and have been able to help them improve whilst benefitting
from the relationships ourselves. As a result of this, and out of a desire, first and
foremost, to improve the opportunities for our boys and staff, the Board have
taken the decision to form a Multi-Academy Trust of our own but with another
name. Our new Academy Trust will be known as ‘Kaleidoscope Learning Trust’
(KLT).
Cloughwood Academy is the first and founding school in the new trust and it is
hoped that we will attract a number of other schools to join us in the near future.
This new arrangement will mean that Cloughwood Academy continues to operate
just as it does now but will enjoy closer working relationships with other high-
performing schools in a formal arrangement with KLT. I am really looking forward
to further improvements and collaborative opportunities that this will bring.
If you wish to find out any more about this just give me a call at the usual number.
Wishing you all a relaxing and peaceful Easter Break,

Adrian Larkin
Principal

Principal’s
Foreword

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has now been nearly five years since the
Governing Body of Cloughwood School
decided to seek academy status and form
Cloughwood Multi-Academy Trust.  Since
that time, the Trustees have worked on
strengthening and embedding the
processes involved in running an Academy
but have remained the only school in the
Trust.  We now feel that the time is right to
invite other schools to join us in a new and
exciting ‘partnership’.
 The Trustees have decided to create
‘Kaleidoscope Learning Trust’ – this is a
new multi-academy trust with Cloughwood
Academy as the founding partner.  Our
next task is to invite ‘like-minded’ high
performing schools from Cheshire and
neighbouring authorities to join us in this
venture.  Cloughwood Academy will largely
remain unchanged but will benefit from
working closely and collaboratively with
other schools in the Trust.
These are exciting times and the Trustees
will continue to ensure that Cloughwood
Academy pupils enjoy the highest possible
standard of education and the best
opportunities available moving forward.  I
will keep you informed as the process
evolves.  If you have any questions or want
any further information then please do not
hesitate to contact me through the school.
Have a Happy Easter, and let’s hope that
the weather proves to be a little more
Spring like!!

Hannah Madeley
Chair, Board of Trustees.



Spring term football
glory for
Cloughwood

There has been lots of
pedigree action at
Cloughwood this term,

much to the delight of pupils! Each Friday, Pat from ‘Pets as
Therapy’ has been bringing Teddy the Shih Tzu in to go out
for a walk during reward time, and Primary have been
reading to Teddy to practice their reading skills - we hope he
was listening carefully!
As part of the Learning Outside the Classroom trips this
term, boys from Year 9 brought in their own dogs and visited
Crewe Park with Mrs Orme’s dog Murray. Mr Williams and
Mr Rayner took the Year 7s and their dogs Pudding and Pip

for a romp around the woods .
Finally in Primary, Mr
Snowden’s new puppy Nansi
has been welcomed into the
Cloughwood folds and is now
a regular on reward time
walks with the boys.

Cloughwood’s unfailing determination
and reluctance to lose has made them
a reckonable force to be contended
with this term in the Liverpool County
FA EBD League.

With no losses so far this season, the
Under 13d team are now 25 points
clear at the top of their table and are
almost guarenteed the title win. With
one fixture remaining in May, can they
make it a clean sweep and bring home
the glory? We hope so, good luck boys!

The Under 16s team have shown equal
dedication, and in their most recent
tournament won two out of the three
matches played. The competition is on,
however, as there is still time to improve
their league ranking and aim for the top
spot. Can they make the final
tournament count? We believe they
can!

Cloughwood have historically been
strong in competetive football, and it is
a real delight to see the boys putting all
their efforts and dedication into
succeeding and representing the
school at such a high level. We are really
proud of what they have achieved and
hope that they can carry these
successes into all areas of their lives.

Dog days at
Cloughwood



In KS4, some of our pupils successfully achieved their Functional Skills Level 1 in Reading and
Writing. These were Seb, Ollie, Aiden and Jack. Well done boys!!
Some of the boys have been completing lots of practise papers in preparation for their upcoming
GCSE English Language exam, whilst others have been producing portfolios of work to submit
for the Step up to English qualifications in summer. A special mention to Kyle and Brandon who
have almost completed their Silver portfolios and are now working towards the Gold qualification.
Another mention to Aiden who has been working extremely hard with his GCSE work.
Our Year 7’s have been reading the novel, ‘The Boy in Striped Pyjamas’ which they have
thoroughly enjoyed. We have also conducted research about the background of the novel,
including the Holocaust and some pupils produced some amazing PowerPoints to show off
their research. These pupils included Logan, Callum M, Mylo, Callum P and Kenzie.
Our Yr8’s have focussed on some writing skills and congratulations have to be given to Tyler,
Dan, Morghan and Scott who have demonstrated some excellent progress.

In History year 7 the students have been enjoying learning about Tudor life, Henry VIII and
the Reformation of the Church. The year 8's have been studying the World War 1 and the
use of propaganda and have produced some great well presented work in the form of
written work in books, posters and trump cards. In Geography both year groups have
studied, glaciers and avalanches and the boys have enjoyed learning how to use an atlas and
locating key cities around the world.
The year 9'S have been getting to grips with the Geography GCSE and are making steady
progress studying Hot Deserts and looking at Mega cities and Rio de Janeiro.
The year 10's have been looking at Nigeria as a case study for a NEE (newly emerging
economy) and have studied how Nigeria is growing from a poor country to a rich country.
They have also recapped about earthquakes and plate tectonics as revision for their up-
coming exams.

This term Year 7 have been learning new programming skills using BBC Micro:Bits. During
lessons they have coded the Micro:Bits to create their own Rock, Paper, Scissors game as
well as a Fortune Teller (similar to magic 8 ball).
In Year 8 we began the term using Scratch, the Visual Programming Language. Students
worked together to develop a computer game; beginning with a basic game with simple
code. As their ideas developed they worked out the code to reflect their improvements.
Improvements included leveling-up, changing the type and speed of sprites (characters),
altering the background to the game and changing the scores. Next term we are hoping
to create more advanced computer games using the Kodu programming language.
Year 9 have been concentrating on their GCSE portfolio. We took a trip out to Tatton Park
to do some filming outdoors. This supported the development of their skills in creating
short movies, which is a central part of their portfolio. During the summer term we are
hoping to go outdoors once again and do some filming using Action Cams, where we
can product an Action Movie promoting water sports.

ICT and Computer Science

English

Humanities



Avast ye landlubbers! For this term, the boys have
been immersed in their topic of The Golden Age of
Piracy! They have created imaginative pieces of
writing based on the life of Edward teach, or more
commonly known as Blackbeard. They have also
created their own independent research and
studying a pirate of their choice. The boys have
looked at formal letter writing, wanted posters, rules
of a pirate ship, and pirate diary entries. Additionally,
we have tried out our cooking skills on making
“hardtack” biscuits, a pirate’s favourite (but with fewer
bugs and more chocolate chips!).
In our PE lessons, year 4 and 5 have been focusing
on improving their ever important swimming skills
every Monday morning. Year 6 have also been
focusing on important skills through taking part in
Bikeability sessions. Our science lessons this term
have been focusing on the human body. The boys
have looked at the vital organs within their body and

why they are so important. Year 6
have gone into greater detail on the

function of the heart and how it works, whereas
the year 4 and 5 boys have looked at teeth and
the importance of keeping them clean.

Primary



On March 1st PGCE students from Liverpool Hope
University and their PGCE mentor were invited by Emma
Bailey to teach art for a day to all pupils in Primary and
Secondary.

The children took part in a wide range of activities
including creating robots, drawing animals in the style of
Franz Marc, creating etchings inspired by Barbara Kruger.

The children benefited from a range of interesting projects
planned carefully to benefit a range of students with
additional needs and also projects that meet GCSE
objectives in Year 10 and 11.

The PGCE students found the experience eye-opening,
valuable and enjoyable.
We would like to thank Liverpool Hope University and
hope they come and visit us again.



Wishing you
all a great

Easter
break!


