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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As you will already know, the Secretary of State for Education instructed schools to close from this Friday, 20th 
March. 
 
This mainly related to mainstream Primary and Secondary schools, however, and in his statement he made some 
recommendations that were aimed at protecting our most vulnerable pupils at this challenging time. 
 
This means that we at Cloughwood Academy will be able to remain open to ensure that we can continue to care for 
as many of our pupils as we can. 
 
Since this epidemic has taken hold, however, many pupils and staff are having to follow the government’s advice on 
staying away from school when ill through self- and family-isolation. This has meant, and is likely to be so in the 
future, that we will be unlikely to fully open as we need to be sure that it is safe when we do. 
 
From Monday 23rd March 2020, the following pupils can attend school every day: 
Those pupils who have a parent or carer who works in the published keyworkers categories. 
Any pupil who is ‘Looked After’. 
Any pupil who has multi-agency family arrangements (such as TAF, CIN or CP). 
 
The list of which parents qualify as keyworkers has now been published by the government and we will now advise 
Parents and Carers of those pupils who can attend every day. 
 
There are a very small number of pupils whose behaviours are such that it would pose too great a health risk to the 
rest of the community for them to attend and those pupils will remain at home.  
 
To ensure that all pupils can have some provision during each week we are starting next week by allocating one day 
to each year group. If and when available staffing levels improve I will let you know about how we will increase the 
number of days available for more pupils. See below for who comes in for the next two weeks: 
 
Monday: Year 7 
Tuesday:  Year 8 
Wednesday:  Year 9 
Thursday:  Year 10 and 11 
Friday:   Years 4, 5 and 6 
 
Every pupil who attends school will be provided with a school breakfast, snack and lunch. This will not need to be 
paid for. Parents of pupils who receive Free School Meals will soon receive a pre-paid ASDA card to the value of their 
missed meals, which will continually be topped up whilst school closure is in place. 
 
Parents choosing to keep their children off school due to illness, isolation or social distancing reasons will not be 
penalised for non-attendance during this period. 
The Government’s guidance on this is clear. It states that ‘If children can safely stay at home they should.’ 



 
If your child is not in school, work will be provided for them continuously. We have already published details on our 
website of many websites that can also be used for home study. It is vital that your child does some home learning, 
particularly reading any times when they are not in school. 
 
Please return completed work to school so that your son’s teacher can mark it. 
 
If you decide to keep your child away from school or he is not able to attend due to staff shortage you must do 
everything you can to ensure that he is not mixing socially in a way that can continue to spread the corona virus. 
 
School will open for the foreseeable future at 9am and finish at 2pm. Please make sure that your son washes and 
sanitises his hands before getting into his taxi and as soon as he arrives home. 
 
During the week, teachers will be contacting home to check how you are and we intend to do this twice a week so 
we can provide as much help, advice and support to you throughout this difficult time. If you have anything you 
need to talk about, don’t hesitate to call us or email in. 
 
All pupils attending school must wear uniform and behave in a way that ensures everybody is safe and protected. 
 
This action plan will remain in place until further notice, but be prepared for it to change at short notice as things can 
happen without much prior warning. Best to check into our website every day where you can find everything you 
need to know. 
 
Thank you all for your continued support with all we are doing. If we work together and keep in regular contact I am 
confident we can get through this challenging time with as few issues as possible and get back to normality as 
quickly as we can. As soon as this plan changes I will inform you immediately so, again, please check the website 
daily. 
 
Best wishes, stay safe 
 
A Larkin 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


