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Anti-Bullying Policy 
 
This policy forms a part of the Cloughwood’s suite of Behaviour-related policies. 
 
The aim of the Anti-Bullying Policy is to ensure that all our pupils learn in a supportive, 
caring and safe environment without fear of being bullied. Only when all issues of 
bullying are addressed will students be able to fully benefit from the opportunities 
available at school. 
 
All members of The Cloughwood Academy community have the right to work in a safe 
and secure environment. 
 
We want everyone to feel safe and be happy in school and have the right to support 
when feeling insecure. We want Cloughwood Academy to be a community where 
bullying is viewed as unacceptable, is treated seriously and dealt with effectively. 
 
Bullying is anti-social behaviour and affects everyone. Cloughwood Academy will not 
accept bullying of any kind. 
 
Bullying is defined as behaviour by an individual or group, repeated over time, that 
intentionally hurts another individual or group either physically or emotionally. Bullying 
can take many forms (for instance, online/digital-bullying via text messages, social 
media or the internet) and can sometimes be motivated by prejudice against particular 
groups, for example on grounds of race, religion, gender, sexual orientation, or because 
a student is adopted or has caring responsibilities. It might be motivated by actual 
differences between students, or perceived differences. Stopping violence and ensuring 
immediate physical safety is obviously the school's first priority but emotional bullying 
can be more damaging than physical; we have to make our own judgements about each 
specific case. 
 
Pupils who are being bullied may show changes in behaviour, signs and 
symptoms, for instance when a person 
 
• Is frightened of walking to or from school 
• Doesn’t want to go on the school/public bus 
• Begs to be driven to school 
• Changes their usual routine 
• Becomes unwilling to go to school (school-phobic) 
• Begins truanting 
• Becomes withdrawn anxious, or lacking in confidence 
• Starts stammering 
• Attempts to self-harm, risk-taking behaviours or threatens suicide or runs away 
• Cries themselves to sleep at night or has nightmares 
• Feels ill in the morning 
• Begins to do poorly in school work 
• Comes home with clothes torn or books damages 
• Has possessions ‘missing’  
• Asks for money or starts stealing money (to pay bully) 
• Has dinner or other monies continually ‘lost’ 
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• Has unexplained cuts or bruises 
• Comes home hungry (money/lunch has been stolen) 
• Becomes aggressive, disruptive or unreasonable 
• Is bullying other children or siblings 
• Stops eating 
• Is frightened to say what’s wrong 
• Gives improbable excuses for any of the above 
 
These signs and behaviours could indicate other Safeguarding concerns, but bullying 
should be considered a possibility and should be investigated. 
 
In all instances, Cloughwood Academy will encourage pupils to discuss their concerns 
with other members of our community, there are many avenues of support open to 
everyone such as teachers, teaching assistants, care staff, ELSAs, governors and 
independent advocates. The whole Academy community, therefore, must be alert to the 
signs of bullying and act promptly with issues as they arise. 
 
Although all incidents that are reported or discovered are to be considered as serious 
and adults should always intervene, they may not always be regarded as bullying unless 
they are part of an on-going pattern of behaviour against the victim. Cloughwood pupils 
are taught to be resilient and to recognise the difference between an isolated incidence 
of unpleasantness or disagreement and persistent, intentional, targeted bullying. 
 
Actions 
 
A consistent approach will be adopted and an early response is vital. In the case of 
bullying or suspected bullying this must be dealt with by the member of staff who has 
been approached at that time. 
In the case of a minor incident, this will be dealt with by the teacher, form tutor or senior 
teacher. A clear account of the incident and action taken must be recorded on CPOMs 
and reported to the pupil’s form tutor. 
Persistent bullying or more serious incidents will be handled directly by the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead (VP – Miss S Howarth) and/or VP responsible for Behaviour and 
Welfare (Mr B Monteith).  An evaluation of the incident will be undertaken. Any sanction 
or action will be taken appropriately after a thorough investigation has been completed. 
Parents will be kept informed of any incidents as and when they occur by a timely 
telephone call or arranged meeting. 
Staff have a responsibility also to respond to incidences of bullying that occur on 
Academy activities which take place away from or outside the premises. Matters of this 
kind will be dealt with following the procedures for incidences occurring on the Academy 
site. 
 
In severe instances local police will be consulted. 
 
Governors will be informed of serious incidents, especially on the rare occasion where a 
pupil is to be excluded for bullying. In all instances of proven bullying the following steps 
will be taken.  

 

 Warning 

 Referral to the police 
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 Exclusion 

To prevent actions being taken beyond the warning stage an attempt will be made to 
help the bully to alter their behaviour by 
 

 Discussing what happened and initiating a restorative justice process 

 Finding out why the person became involved and whether or not the bully 

themselves is a victim of bullying  

 Identifying and accepting responsibility and taking action to change 

 Involving the parents as far as possible to get support at home for the bully  

 Monitoring of the bully’s behaviour, supervision and whereabouts to ensure 

future incidents do not occur 

Prevention 
 
Within the curriculum the Academy will raise awareness of the nature of bullying through 
work in form PSHE tutorial time, assemblies and in all curriculum areas as appropriate, 
in an attempt to prevent and ultimately stop such behaviour. Cloughwood is taking part 
in an academy-wide project around Anti-bullying in 2019 and will achieve a nationally 
recognised quality mark to raise awareness that bullying is not tolerated in our 
community. 
 
Monitoring 
 
All incidences or complaints of bullying made by pupils will be recorded on CPOMs. Mr 
Monteith will regularly analyse this data and report on the frequency of recorded 
incidents to the Local Governing Body (LGB) each term. 
 
 
 
Online Safety 
 
Cloughwood Academy is very aware of the issues presented by the internet. Training is 
given to all pupils on a regular basis on the dangers of the internet and social 
networking. All mobile phones and digital devices are banned during the day unless 
explicit permission is first sought and agreed. These devices must be handed into staff 
at the start of the day for safe-keeping. The items will then be returned to the pupils at 
the end of the day. Pupils found with unauthorised devices during the school day will 
have such items confiscated and held until collected by a parent/carer. If a member of 
staff has good reason to believe that an unauthorised device has been used in an 
inappropriate way they have all been granted permission by the Principal to examine 
data or files on the device, record and delete it. The record will be placed on CPOMS 
and the issue treated as a disciplinary matter if necessary. 
 
All staff are required to complete annual training via Educare in this area of concern. It 
deals with issues such as how to use the internet safely, what to do if you are contacted 
by someone especially using social networking sites such as Facebook and how to act 
and behave sensibly when communicating with other people. This training also 
incorporates the use of mobile phones. For further information, please refer to the Online 
Safety Policy. 
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Every year Mrs Orme invites parents to a workshop on keeping children safe online.  
 
Access to the internet at Cloughwood is restricted to approved sites only and access is 
protected by Smoothwall and monitored by Mrs Orme using Imperio. 
Staff are also restricted and have to apply to have access to websites that are not on 
approved lists. Access will be granted once the Local Authority Network Manager has 
viewed the site. 
  
Statutory duty of Cloughwood Academy 
 
The Principal has a legal duty under the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 to 
draw up procedures to prevent bullying among students and to bring these procedures 
to the attention of staff, parents and pupils. 
Also by the European Declaration of Human Rights 1992, and in case law, an up to date 
policy must be available and procedures followed. 
 
Links 
 
Cloughwood Academy Safeguarding Policy 
The Equality Act 2010 
The Children and Families Act 2014 
Working Together to Safeguard Children 2015 
Keeping Children Safe in Education 2015/2018 
Behaviour and Discipline in Schools Guidance (DfE 2016/2017) 
 
Complaints Procedure 
 
All complaints concerning the management of any incident of bullying should be referred 
to the Principal in the first instance. 
 
There may be times when it is felt that the academy has not handled the situation to your 
satisfaction.  
 
If you are still not satisfied you may contact Hannah Madeley (Local Governing Body 
Chair) on 01606 288090 and request that the school contacts Mrs Madeley who will 
return your call. 
 
Alternatively contact Ofsted at: 
Ofsted 
Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 
Manchester 
M1 2WD 
 
 
 
 
 
 


