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“ 

Success is 
not final, 
failure is not 
fatal; it is the 
courage to 
continue that 
counts” 
 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to our end of term newsletter in the run up to Christmas. Looking back over such a long and 

busy time gives me great encouragement for the coming New Year. Our Year 11 pupils as you know this 

year began a new vocational programme in their final year with the plan that they begin earlier than before 

to engage in college and work-related training. The aim was to enable our boys to be better prepared for 

the challenges beyond school and to grow in independence and choose the right pathway for when they 

leave school. I am really pleased to report how well these boys have done so far, exceeding all our 

expectations and the signs are that their outcomes at the end of Year 11 will be very good indeed. I am 

planning to repeat this type of programme next academic year as it is really important that our pupils find 

a career path that they really enjoy and can go on to have greater success in their futures beyond 

Cloughwood. 

We have continued to grow as a learning community and I am pleased to tell you that next term we have 

a second teaching Vice Principal joining us. Miss S Howarth joins us from Bishop Heber in Malpas and 

brings with her a wealth of knowledge and experience that will further benefit all our pupils. Our new 

English teacher Mrs C Oxley has already started with us and can’t wait to really get going in the New 

Year. We have a new member of the Care team joining us in January, Mr W Caldwell and he will be a 

really good addition to the already hard-working and successful team. We had a three-day inspection by 

Ofsted of the residential provision last week, which we think has gone really well indeed. 

Thank you to everyone who took the time to speak to the inspectors. Look for the inspection report which 

will be on our website as soon as it is published. 

So lots to look forward to next term as we continue to make progress and help our boys be the best they 

can be.  

Remember, good attendance is a key factor in success in later life. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Adrian Larkin 

Principal’s Foreward 



“ Believe in yourself. You 
are braver than you 
think, more talented than 
you know, and capable of 
more than you imagine” 

 
 - Roy. T. Bennett 

Dear Parents/Carers 

In my last message I promised to keep you up to date with the 

development of Kaleidoscope Learning Trust (KLT). This term we have 

completed the separation of the Board of Directors into the KLT Board 

of Trustees, with Dr John Swaffield as Chair, and a Cloughwood Local 

Governing Board (LGB), of which I am Chair. The KLT Board will 

oversee the business of Kaleidoscope Learning Trust and the work of 

Cloughwood’s Local Governing Board. Cloughwood LGB will deal 

directly with the running of Cloughwood Academy.  At the moment 

Cloughwood remains the only school within KLT but we are actively 

working to find other schools to join the Trust.  Further details will 

follow when this happens. 

It has been a busy, and at times, quite a difficult year, but I am 

delighted that the staff and pupils have worked hard to ensure that it 

has been a year with many highlights.  The refurbishment of the 

Primary Play area has meant that the younger boys have a stimulating 

environment in which to explore and play.  The newly decorated 

classrooms also offer a much better learning environment for all. The 

Year 11 students have completed the first term of their ‘alternative 

provision’ and I am delighted that it is proving a great success, with 

great attendance and enthusiasm.  The Residential Provision has 

recently had a very positive Ofsted inspection, the full report will be 

available in the new year. The boys have also continued to support the 

community by donating selection boxes for the local foodbank, cake 

sales for St Luke’s Hospice and by planting bulbs with Hartford Civic 

Society – we look forward to seeing the fruits of their labours in the 

spring. 

One area which is a grave cause of concern for the LGB is the level of 

attendance by some pupils – I cannot stress enough the importance of 

the boys attending regularly, to make sure that they get the best 

education possible to ensure a bright future. If boys are persistent non-

attenders it will result in the school seeking prosecution, so I would ask 

that you ensure that they attend school every day. 

I would like to thank Mr Larkin and all the Staff for their hard work and 

dedication which makes Cloughwood such a great school. I would also 

like to thank parents/carers for their continued support. 

On behalf of the Cloughwood Local Governing Board I wish you a very 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Hannah Madeley, Chair Cloughwood LGB. 

A message 
from the 
Cloughwood 
Local 
Governing 
Board Chair 



What’s been happening... 

Primary Cooking School 

Cloughwood FC continue 

great form 

Cloughwood welcomed pupils 

and parents from the Primary 

Department to take part in an 

afternoon cooking school hosted 

by Edsential, lasting 6 weeks. 

Pupils and parents had a 

fantastic time learning new skills 

and creating some amazing 

dishes that they were able to 

take away and enjoy later that 

evening! 

 

Staff from the Primary 

Department were delighted with 

the development and 

engagement of all involved 

 

Well done everyone! 

The lads have had a couple of great days out at the 

Liverpool EBD leagues for KS3 and KS4 this term. 

Keep your eyes on the website for league meeting 

write ups and more pictures! Mr Jardine, Mr Hughes 

and the lads 

are hoping for 

some more 

good results in 

the Spring (not 

to mention 

some warmer 

weather!). 



What’s been happening... 

Summer 2018 Exam Results 

Key stage 2 pupils recorded our best SATs results since we opened the primary provision.  43% of pupils 

achieved the national standard of 100 over the three examinations of Reading, Grammar and Punctuation 

and Mathematics.  This represents an excellent result for pupils and the Academy as we continue to close the 

gap between ourselves and our mainstream counterparts. 

 

At key stage 4 pupils continued with the excellent KS2 examination results with 100% of pupils achieving 5 or 

more grade 1 – 9 GCSEs including English and Mathematics. 



End of Term Trips and Visits 

The last week of term at Cloughwood has been fast paced and has included loads 

of fun activities and end of term reward trips. Our Primary department went to 

Crewe Lyceum to catch the seasonal panto, Jack and the Beanstalk. In the 

secondary school, some clever planning meant there were multiple trips out for 

pupils including visits to the cinema, paintballing, Chill Factor’e’, fishing and indoor 

adventure play ground. On top of this, Margaret and Sandra cooked up a storm for 

not one, but 2 Christmas lunches which were enjoyed by everyone! The Residence 

also had 2 Christmas dinners and festive evening activities during the last week in 

the build up to Christmas. 

Paintball….. 

The Cloughwood boys were separated into two teams and merged with other schools at 

base camp. Their objective was to kill and not be killed! Their spirit was excellent 

throughout the battles and it was a great day that will live in the memory for quite some 

time.  As a result of their service, they will be remembered as......  

Tyler - expert marksman  

Kian - military tactician  

Scott - sniper  

Luke - kamakaze  

Darren - Stealth  

Daniel - the ghost  

Morghan - too nice for paintball  

Scott - sacrificer  

Mr Hughes - hotshot  

Mr Jardine - trigger happy  



Staffing News 

New Staff joining the team! 

 

Catherine McLoughlin-Oxley—English 

Catherine  has already started here at Cloughwood and will be taking over from Ms 

Unwin in the English Department. Catherine has a wide range of experience teaching 

disaffected and disengaged learners and is incredibly passionate about English and 

we’re sure this will rub off on our pupils!  

 

Samantha Howarth—Vice Primcipal 

Sam is joining us in January and will work alongside Mr Monteith in leading teaching, 

learning and safeguarding across the school. Sam joins us from a mainstream school 

but she also has vast experience in SEMH, and also has a wealth of Safeguarding and 

SENCO experience to boot.  

 

Ward Caldwell—Childcare Associate 

Ward joins the Residence staff after recently re-locating up North. Ward has experience 

working with some extremely vulnerable young people and will bring a great passion 

and energy to the care and boarding team. Welcome Ward! 

 

Danielle Clarke—Admin Assistant 

Danielle started with us last week and has taken over the role that Becky used to do in 

the front office. We’re sure she will be a great asset to the team at Cloughwood and I’m 

sure you’ll all get to speak with or meet Danielle over the coming months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff sadly leaving us on to pastures new: 

Becky Maitland, Sarah Unwin & Lauren Macey. 

We wish them staff the very best for their futures! You will be missed.  

Miss Clarke Mr Caldwell Mrs Oxley 




