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Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to the festive edition of our newsletter. I hope you

can take the time to read all of the interesting information in

it and join with us in celebrating the achievements of our

pupils this term. There has been a full programme of

curricular and extra-curricular activities this term and it has been a pleasure to

see so many boys making such good progress both with their academic work and

their personal development. This autumn term is a very long one, in total about

sixteen weeks. Next year we are introducing a two-week half term break at the

end of October and early November. This will enable the boys to re-charge their

batteries and work really hard right up to Christmas and it will be timed in such

a way as to give those parents who wish to have a family holiday outside of the

summer holidays an opportunity to take advantage of cheaper holiday prices to

avoid having to apply for time off in term time. I’ll send details in due course.

It would be lovely to see as many of you as possible at our Christmas

Presentation on Friday 22nd December at 10am to enjoy the endeavours of our

boys who are taking part in one of the performances so we can end the term on

a high.

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year to you all,

Adrian Larkin

Principal

www.cloughwoodacademy.co.uk        01606 288090

Dates for your diary
Monday 8th Jan 2018

INSET day

Tuesday 9th Jan 2018
Return to school

Friday 16th Feb 2018
Last day before half term

Monday 19th - Friday 23rd Feb 2018
Half Term

Monday 26th Feb 2018
Return to school



Dear Parents/Carers

It has been a busy and
successful start to the academic
year.  The role of the Board is a
strategic one, and each year we
write a plan which sets out the
vision for the school over the next
5 years.  The plan takes the form
of a series of targets which we
set and review on a regular
basis. This year we set ten
targets and, on review, we had
fully achieved five, partially
achieved three but failed to
achieve two, mainly due to our
plans taking a different direction.
One of the major targets was the
refurbishment of the Primary
department, which I am pleased
to say was fully completed over
the summer holiday and opened
ready for the start of the new

school year.  It now provides an
excellent teaching base for our
two Primary classes.  During the
summer each member of the
Board of Trustees underwent an
appraisal of their skills and work
for the Board. This enabled us to
evaluate our work and plan any
training that needs to take place.
It is important that we ensure that
the Board is working in the best
interests of the school at all
times.
I would like to take this
opportunity to congratulate and
thank the staff, pupils and
parents/carers for their
continuing efforts to support local
charities, which this year have
included Macmilllan Cancer
Care, the Poppy Appeal and the
Mid Cheshire foodbank.  Also,
the boys continue to do well in

the EBD Football league and two
of our pupils were successful in
the Hartford Civic Society
competition, which asked for
artwork depicting Hartford, which
could be used in their 2018
calendar and Christmas Card.
I am very proud of all that the
staff and pupils achieve at
Cloughwood and I would like to
thank you all for your hard work
this year.
On behalf of the Board of
Trustees I wish you all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New
Year.

Hannah Madeley
Chair , Board of Trustees

A message from the Chair of the Board of Trustees

Mrs Keith
KS2 Teacher

What are you most looking forward to about working at
Cloughwood?
Meeting new people and getting to know the students in my class.
What is the best bit about your job?
Every day is different and at least one great thing happens every
day!
You’ve lived in Australia – how different is it to the UK?
Very different, it is summer in Australia at the moment! We
normally spend Christmas Day at the beach so this year will be a
huge change!
Where is your favourite place in the world?
New York, I have visited there twice and plan to go again next year!
What’s on your Christmas list this year?
Some warm clothes and some Ugg boots!
If you could invite one famous person, present or past, to
Christmas dinner who would it be?
Morgan Freeman
What’s your karaoke song of choice?
Anything from the 90’s!



Hartford Civic Society
Cloughwood Pupils win Calendar and Christmas Card

Competition

Artwork from pupils KS3 was submitted to Hartford
Civic Society’s Christmas card and calendar
competition – the art had to feature or be inspired by
the locality of Hartford. We were delighted that Daniel
Griffith’s artwork was chosen for a calendar entry, and
that the depiction of Hartford
Church by Luke Faulkner-Ellis
was chosen for the Society’s
annual Christmas card.
Both boys attended a
presentation at Hartford
Village Hall and both the
calendar and cards have been
selling well from local vendors.
Great work, well done lads!

For all the latest school news, updates
and reminders

like us on Facebook -
‘ ’

Huge congratulations to our

school football teams who have

played this term - in particular

out KS3 team who remain

UNBEATEN in their league.

Tyler Heath is proving to be a key

player, with an average of three

goals per match!

Cloughwood is renowned for its

sporting prowess, so we hope this

run of success will continue into

the New Year. Fantastic efforts

boys, keep up the great work.

We began in September to use a new data management
system called ‘Arbor’. Being more interactive and user
friendly, we hope that after Easter we can roll some of the
capabilities out to parents and carers to enable you to
stay in touch more easily. Improvements will include:
-An information ‘hub’ for your son which only you can see,
which will contain attendance, progress data and termly
school reports.
-Letters and permissions for trips and activities can
accessed and given via email.
-Text messaging service for events such as meetings,
changes to the school day and notifications.
In order for this to work effectively we will be asking for
updated email addresses and mobile phone numbers for
all parents and carers. Watch this space for more
information in the Spring Term!



It has been a busy term on the Residence, with new pupils attending and lots of trips out.
The boys have been to the cinema to see Justice League and Paddington 2, have enjoyed
themselves at Crewe football matches on a Tuesday, and have been swimming each week.
Whilst the weather was good there were trips to Moss Farm, and when not so good, the
boys have enjoyed cooking club with Val - just look at those homemade pizzas!
A big thank you to those parents and carers who attended our Residential parents
evenings. Your feedback and contribution is invaluable and means that we are
continually improving the experience our boys have on the Resi.



Primary

It has been all change in the primary
department, with the boys moving into their
newly refurbished, state-of-the-art classrooms.
This term also sees the arrival of two new
members of staff here at Primary, Mr Adam
Garrod and Mrs Georgia Keith, who are now
working with Years 4 and 5 . The boys have
really helped them to settle in well.
For this term’s theme we have been studying
the Tudor times. The boys have looked at King
Henry VIII and created some fantastic pieces
of descriptive writing on him, as well as a
gruesome newspaper articles on his second
wife, Anne Boleyn. They have also created
their own PowerPoint presentations on this
period. All of these pieces can be seen around
the dinner hall. The boys will be given the
opportunity to experience what Christmas
would have been like during this period by the
end of term too!

In our PE lessons, Mr Garrod has been using
his expertise to help the boys understand and
practice their cricket and hockey skills, which
the boys thoroughly enjoyed. Every Friday
morning the boys have been heading down to
Charlie’s gym to work on their gymnastics
skills. As always, Charlie always manages to
get the best out of the boys and the progress
every child has made both in confidence and in
ability in such a short space of time has been
incredible.
Within our science lessons we have been
looking at the properties and changes of
materials. We discussed what materials would
be good/bad for specific things (e.g. footballs,
tyres, doors etc) and carried out investigations
relating to a snowman’s coat and dissolving
powders.



This years DofE course has taken the year 11 group
to Delamere forest where they were introduced to
survival skills. This covered a lot of areas including
fire making and shelter building. They have also
visited the peak district to work on their map

reading and compass skills. Given the various
outdoor activities they have experienced, the group
will have a successful DofE expedition in the new
year.

On the 19th October the whole school took part in a Science
and Mathematics day, with all lessons taught around this
theme.
In English with Mrs Unwin the boys composed poems about
the solar system and typed them up onto space themed
backgrounds. Using the computers with Mrs Orme they also
programmed their own 'space invaders' games using Python
Programming.
In Science and Mathematics pupils made protractors from
cardboard and used these to calculate the height of fireworks,
set off from a safe distance by Mr Coot.
In Art the boys had fun sketching the solar system in pastels
and made models of planets using balloons and papier mache.
Finally as an outdoor activity, Mr Thorley and Mr Rayner took
students orienteering in the nearby woods and taught the boys
to navigate using stars, the sun and a compass.

Maths and Science

Day!

Motivational and Outdoor Learning



ICT & Computer Science
Year 7 began the year looking 'Under the hood of the computer', understanding why

computers exist - from the very early computers to what we use in the modern day. Pupils

looked at how computers can only communicate using two states "off/on", "true/false" or in

binary "0 and 1". Binary is used to represent data; text, sounds and colours. Each letter of

the alphabet, upper and lower case, is represented by a different binary code, as well as

256 red, 256 green and 256 blue colours (that's 16,777,216 different colours!).

During the second half of the term we began a creative project where students combined

a range of digital artefacts into a movie trailer, suitable for the audience. For this project

there was a £10 Odeon cinema voucher up for grabs for the student who produced a trailer to the best of their

ability, using the software appropriately and also for their conduct in class. The finished products were amazing

and year 7 should be proud of their efforts. The award went to Mylo for his excellent Superhero movie trailer

called "Avengers Unite".

At the beginning of the term year 8 embarked on a creative web-authoring project. The project was based around

used car supermarkets and we investigated some of the competition in the local area before creating our own

websites. Pupils thought about the audience and what pages would be relevant for the business. We built a

structure for the website with suitable navigation features and to make the website interesting and engaging we

created flash multi media animations which we embedded on our sites. The results of the projects were superb

and it was an excellent opportunity for all pupils to show off their talents.

Year 9 have been focusing on their Summative Project for their GCSE qualification (Level 2 Certificate in Digital

Applications). The project, set by the exam board, is to create an online brochure for an extreme watersports

company; including animations, hyperlinks, navigation features and a short movie. This project has really

enabled the year 9 students to express their creativity and individuality, with all brochures looking completely

different and thoroughly engaging. We are looking forward to the spring and summer terms where we can get

filming our short action movie based on extreme water sports - we are getting the GoPro and the Drone ready for

action!

As year 11 have already completed their GCSE in ICT, we have moved on to Business Studies this term. We have

been focusing on the controlled assessment of E-commerce in a local business, and pupils have each chosen a

different business to study. We have even done market research at local bakeries in Northwich to compare and

contrast their facilities. We like the Devonshire Bakery best!

Art
We were delighted that Liverpool Hope University chose to write an article about their
visit last year to Cloughwood for Art Day. A copy of this can be found on the Art
department website page.
Below is a selection of artwork produced by the boys this term.



P.E.

 English
Over the first term, our Year 10’s and our Year 11’s have been working hard towards their upcoming
GCSE’s. We have been using past papers and past questions to look closely at the different Assessment
Objectives and making notes as to what the examiner is looking for in their responses. They have looked
at different writing styles and how they can adapt their language to suit the audience and the purpose. Most
of them will also be doing the Functional Skills Level 1 exam in English in the year as an additional
qualification.
The Year 9’s have started embarking on their GCSE road in English and, again, most of them will be doing
the Functional Skills exam in the New Year. We have been focusing on some of the 6 Assessment
Objectives and all students are now mastering Assessment Objective 1 consistently.
The Year 8’s have looked into the world of Shakespeare and ‘The Tempest.’ Using the original and a
modern day interpretation, the boys have compared the two and looked at how the characters have been
adapted for a modern day audience. They have then started looking at some non-fiction texts and using
the new AQA Silver and Gold Award to start building a portfolio of work.
The year 7’s started the year investigating the genre of horror writing, looking at film extracts and books to
create their own spooky stories. They enjoyed creating the Halloween display for the classroom. They have
since looked at non-fiction writing to create their own set of instructions and newspaper reports and the
lead up to Christmas has involved lots of acrostic and rhyming poetry.

Year7's have made good progress in football and in particular advanced their knowledge of dodge ball.
Linking the 3 main skills, throwing, catching and dodging to GCSE terminolgy such as agility, accuracy
and co-ordination. Jaydon G has been particularly impressing teachers with his catching ability.
Year 8's have completed a 6 week swimming block at the local leisure centre, working hard to improve
their diving techniques.
Year 9's have worked hard at learning new skills, such as badminton and basketball. Tedd W has been
very impressive this term with his ability to pick up new skills and always comes to PE giving 100%.
Alfie S and Keaton H have had a healthy competition going in the gym working hard to improve their
personal bests on the weights.
Years 10 & 11 having been applying themselves to learning the theory content for their 2nd exam
paper, discussing such topics as sport psychology and healthy active lifestyles.

The year 7 and 8's have been focusing on how to talk about

themselves in Spanish, whilst also mastering numbers. Luke

F-E’s ability to pick up the numbers was particularly

impressive, and all of the boys managed to play a game of bingo

entirely using Spanish numbers, with Olli M taking the win.

'Feliz Navidad !! Hasta el ano que viene'

Modern Foreign Languages



Photo
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Catch up on all of the action from the autumn term

Year 9 practicing dissection in Science

Learning Outside the Classroom at Quarry Bank Mill

Fun in the snow for Primary

Measuring and weighing (and washing up!) in Maths

Primary with the St Johns Church congregation


